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FILE NO. _?() ~Y-/0

ORDINANCE NO.

{Landmarks)

DESTOMATIHNG  UALTENRYLA  HALL AT B2 POLK STREEDT A5 A LANUMAKRK PURSUANT TO

ARTICLE 1} 0OF Ay CLIFY PLANNING CODE.

Be it Ordained hy the People of the City and County af San Francisco:

Saction 1. The Board of Supervisors hereby finds thac California ilall

lacated at 623 Palk Streer, Lot ¥ in Assessor’s Block 742, has a special char-
acter and special historical, architectural and aestheric interest and value,

and tht its designarinon as a Landmark will further the purposes of, and can-

form ta the standards set forth in Article 10 of the City Planning Code.

{a) NBesignation. Pursvant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chagter 1§, Pare 11 of the San Franciaco Municipal Code, California Hall at

575 Polk Street, is hereby designated as a Landmark, this designation having

hern dnly approved by Resolution Ne. 9545 af the City Planning Commission,

which Resalution is an File with the Clerk of the poard of Supervisors under

Fiie Kz, QQ-EQ—{ Q.

(b} Requived Data. The degcription of the location and poundaries of the

Landmark site, of the characteristics of the Landmark which justify its desig-

nation, and of the particular features that should be preserved as included in

the said Resolution, are incorporated in this designating ordinance as Chough

fully set forth.
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SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

RESOLUTION NO.9985

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate California Hall at 625 Polk Street as a
Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the City Planning Code =~-
was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on December 7, 1983
and said Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended approval of
this proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a
public hearing on February 23 and April 12, 1984 to consider the proposed
designation and the report of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and
value; and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in
conformance with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the aforemen-
t ioned structure, California Hall at 625 Polk 3treet, as a Landmark pursuant
ro Article 10 of the City Planning Code is hereby APPROVED, the precise loca-
tion and boundaries of the Landmark site being those of Lot 2 in Assessor's
Block 742;

Second, That the special character and special historical, architectural
and aesthetic interest and value of the said Landmark justifying its designa-
tion are set forth in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board Resolution 278
as adopted on December 7, 1983 which Resolution is incorporated herein and
made a part thereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved generally in all of its
particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and described and
depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on file ia the
Department of City Planning Dccket No. 83.647L;

AND BE LT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secre-
tary to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution,
to the Board of Supervisors for appropriate actiom.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City

Planning Commission on April 12, 1984.

Lee Woods, Jr.

Secretary
AYES: Commissioners Bierman, Karasick, Klein, Nakashima, Rosenblatt and
Wright
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: Commissioner Salazar

ABSENT: None

DATED: April 12, 1984
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FINAL CASE REPORT APPROVED 12/7/83 LANOMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

BUTCDING NAME: California Hal, OWNER: California Hall Association
BUILDING ADDRESS: 625 Polk Street BLOCK & LOT: 742/2 IONING: C-2
ORIGINAL USE: social hall NG. OF STORIES: 5 LPAB VOTE: 5-1

CURRENT USE: auditorium, restaurant EXTERIOR MATERIALS: terra cotta
and offices '

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF ICANCE:

{Describe specail CHARACTER, or special HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL or AESTHETIC
interest or value:} California Hall is significant as a Tinely detaiTed example of
a rarely seen architectural style in San Francisco and as one of a limited number
of structures associated with this city's German Community. Constructed in 1912
from funds raised by German societies, the building served as a social center for
the community. The cornerstone was laid in March of 1912 by John Hermann, founder
of Hermann Safe Company which remains in existance to date. The hall opened in
December of 1912 in an elaborate celebration with a message of personal besd
wishes from Kaiser Wilhelm. The design of the structure is reminiscent of
Heidelberg Castle in Germany. Other structures related to the German presence in
San Francisco include St. Mark's Church, St. Paulus Lutheran Chuyrch an#- St.
Boniface Church,

{may be continued on back)

EVALUATION CRITERIA
A. H

1. Style: German Renaissance

2. Construction Type: steel frame and concrete

3. Construction Date: 1912

4. Design Quality: (LPAB ONLY)

5. Architect: Frederick Meyer (Humboldt Bank, Monadnock, Rialto Bldg.)

6. Interior Quality: {LPAB ONLY) Ornate skylighted auditorium, Bavarian style
bar.
(Publicly owned buildings)

B, RISTORY
{as building is significantly associated with specific)
7. Persons: -

8. Events: Used as an embarkation point for troops during World War II.
9. Patterns of History:
{cultural, social, political, military, economic or industrial) Built as a
social hall for one of the city's principle ethnic communities, the
building has been under its original ownership since 1912,
C. ENVIRONMENT
{relation to surroundings, specifically in terms of:)
10. Continuity: Relates in design and scale to Center City neighborhood.
13. Setting: Generally in proximity to other structures related to the German
community.
12. Importance as a Visual Landmark: An imposing structure, a notable Tlandmark
in the context of its neighborhood.
D. INTERITY
{cite alterations and physical condition} Intact; window sash replaced.

RATINGS
DCP: 5
HERE TODAY: -
SPLENDID SURV.:
NAT'L REGISTER: Probably eligible
NAT'L LANDMARK: -
STATE LANDMARK: -

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

{1ist sources on back)

PREPARED BY:J. Malone

ADDRESS: 450 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

PHONE : 558-2816

DATE: January 12, 1983
December 2, 1983
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