STRUCTURES OF MERIT
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R147
57-65 Post Street
Mechanic's Institute
Albert Pissis

1909

One of the state’s earliest educational Institu-
tions, located at this site since 1866, and an ex-
cellent example of a mixed use building whose
internal funclions are clearly expressed in the
external design. The ground floor with ils com-
mercial space and monumental enfranceway
Is surmeunted by two floors of well-lit library
floors, with offices above thal, The composition
is a three part vertical block. Ornamentatlon is
Renaissance/Baroque. The marble elevator
lebby is decorated with an Arthur Mathew's
mural and is the endpoint of a very beautiful
circular iron and marble stoirway. The Me-
chanic’s Institute itself occupies three floors, two
of them heousing the merged Mechanic's Insti-
tute and Mercantile librarles, and the third In-
cluding one of the oldest chess clubs in
Amerlca, The rest of the building is occupied by
offlces. It is a steal frame sfructure with brick
curtain walls. The bullding is a major San Fran-
cisco cultural landmark,
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