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Anne Bloomfield
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08/11/1997
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The historic Temporary City Hall is an eight-story, steel frame and reinforced concrete hotel building on the
southeast, or south, side of Market Street southwest of Eighth Street. The facade composition is a three-part
vertical block, which pilasters divide into three sections. Windows are double-hung, widely spaced, and arched
in the top story. The cornice is prominent, with moldings and modillions. Cladding is painted exterior plaster.
The top story/frieze and the base pilasters are decorated with Renaissance-style bas reliefs. Apart from
storefront and signage changes, the building appears to retain integrity as to location, design, materials,
workmanship, and association.

e. Other Locational Data: Assessor's Parcel Number: 3701059
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DPR 523B (1/95) * Required Information

The Temporary City Hall Building appears eligible for the National Register of Historic Places at the
local level of significance under Criterion A, patterns of events, because it represents the lengthy
decision-making that finally arrived at the city's Beaux Arts Civic Center. After the 1906 earthquake
and fire had destroyed the previous City Hall, there was much debate over whether to implement Daniel
Burnham's Plan, where to place the new City Hall, how much space to give it, what other government 
uses or buildings should surround it,
etc. A trio of stellar local architects, John Galen Howard, Frederick H. Meyer, and John Reid Jr.,
were commissioned to make a recommendation. The present scheme, which they recommended, was officially 
adopted in 1912. Meanwhile, by about 1910, it was obvious that the permanent City Hall was some years
away, and that the very temporary accommodations at the southeast corner of McAllister and Hyde were
unsatisfactory. (continued)
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California Living Books, 1979.
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1086 87

Anne Bloomfield
08/11/1997

Chicago style with Renaissance/Baroque ornament

Built 1911. Converted to hotel use, shortly after 1915. Multiple storefront changes, dates unknown, 
now a consistent storefront system.
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Wright, Rushforth & Cahill unknown

Development of Mid-Market area San Francisco
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. Temporary City HalllWhitcomb HotellRamada Hotel San Francisco
Photo right:
Detail: capital of pilaster
(typical) at base of building
9/14/1997 (ABCM330/18)
Photo below:
Detail: cornice/frieze
9/14/1997 (ABCM330/19)

B10: Significance (continued)
Hence private parties had Wright Rushforth & Cahill design this monumental but Temporary City
Hall building across Market Street. Disposition of the various city departments was explained
in "Architect & Engineer" in January 11. The building was intended for conversion later to a
first-class hotel (named The Whitcomb for the landowner) after the permanent City Hall was 
built. Thus the building's period of significance is 1911-1915, for the years when it was used
as City Hall. The significant date is 1911, for its construction. The area of significance is
politics/government. The building is designated the next-to-highest category of the Downtown
Plan (Article 11 of the S.F. Planning Code).
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Market and southwest facades. 3/7/2011. 
103_3966.JPG

Market Street facade. 3/7/2011. 103_3963.
JPG

Detail of upper primary facade. 3/7/2011. 
103_3964.JPG

Detail of first story storefronts. 
3/7/2011. 103_3965.JPG

Northeast facade from 8th Street. 3/7/2011. 
103_3960.JPG

Note: 1997 Photos no longer available, all photos by Tim Kelley Consulting
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1215-1231 Market Street does not appear to have been altered since the time of previous survey 
and documentation, which noted storefront and signage alterations. It therefore retains 
integrity.

The building was previously evaluated on a DPR 523: Building, Structure, Object Record and was
determined eligible for the National Register based on its association with important events.
This determination of "individually eligible for the National Register" appears to still be 
accurate.

View of northeast facade. 103_3960.JPG 
3/7/2011

Detail of storefronts. 103_3965.JPG 
3/7/2011

View of northwest facade. 103_3963.JPG 3/7/2011




