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{CLRICH TTinG vmE SAY

CRRIKANCE DESTIGRATING LANTMARK

INGS UNION BRANCH OF THE SECUNLTY PACIFIC NATIORAL BANK AS

A LASDMARE FUTEVANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE CITY PLANNING CORDE.
Be it Orsdilned by the Paople of the Clty and County of San Franclsco:
decsion 1. 1hr Board of Supervisors hereby finds that The Savings Unlon
francih of the Security Pacific National Bank located at L Grant Avenue, being
Lot ¥ in Assesser's Block 313, has speclal character and speclal historical,
aruhitecrural and aestnecie loterest and value, and that ita designatlon a3 &
Laqdnark will be in furtherance or and ‘n conformance with the purposcs of
Article 10 of the City Platning Code and the standards set forth therein.

(a) Desipmatfon. Pursvant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chaprer i@, Part 1! of the San Francisco Municipal Cede, 1 Grant Avenue, The
Saviiygs Union branch of Security Pacific Hatlonal Bank 1s hereby designated
aa & Landmark, this designation having been duly approved by Reselutlon Na. B90L
of the Lity Flaanin; Uemmisslon, which Resolution le on file with the Clerk

of the doacd of supervisors under File No.?&ﬂ

(b} 8rguired Nata. The descripticvns of the location end boundariea of

thz Landmath site; of the eharacteristies of rhe Landmark which juscify its
Jasignn iuni and of the particular features that should be preserved; as lncluded
in the sald Hesolution, are lereby incorporated harein and made a part hereof

as gneugh fully set forth,
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SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNIRG COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. 8901

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Savings Union Branch of the Security
Pacific National Bank at One Grant Avenue as a Landmark pursuant to the provisions
of Article 10 of the City Planning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Advisory Board on March 4, 1981, and said Advisory Board, after due -
consideration, has recommended approval of this proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, helda *
public hearing on April 9, 1981 tu consider the proposed designation and the
report of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and
value; and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in
conformance with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the aforementioned
structure, the Savings Union Branch of the Security Pacific National Bank at
One CGrant Avenue, as a Landmark pursuant toc Article 10 of the City Planning Code
is hereby APPROVED, the precise location and boundaries of the Landmark site being
those of Lot 8 in Assessor's Block 313;

~ Second, That the special character and special historical, architectural
and aesthetic interest and value of the said Landmark justifying its designation
are set forth in the Landmarks Preservatiqn Advisnry Board Resolution No. 212 as
adopted on March 4, 1981, which Resolution is incorperated herein and made a part
thereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved generally in all of its
particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and as described and
depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on file in the
Department of City Planning Docket No. LM81.3:

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary
to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution, to the
Board of Supervisors for appropriate action.

I heroby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City
Planning Commission on April 9, 1981.
Lee lloods, Jr.

Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Bierman, Karasick, Kelleher, Klein, Makashima,
Rosenblatt, Salazar

NOES: Hone
ABSENT:  Hone
PASSED:  April 9, 1981



FINAL CASE REPORT APPROVED MAT<E & 1981 1 \NDIARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

BUILDING NAILE: Savings Union Branch of theOWNER: Pacific Southwest Realty

Security Pacific National Ban P.0, Box 2097, S.F., CA
BUILDING ADDRESS: 1 Grant Avenue BLOCK & LOT: 313/8 ZONING: C=-3-R
ORIGINAL USE: Bank NO. OF STORIES: 2 LPAB VOTE: 9-0
CURRENT USE: Bank EXTERIOR MATERIALS: Granite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

(Describe special CHARACTER, or special HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL or AESTHETIC

interest or value:) Origimally the Savings Unlon Bank of San Framcisco. An example

of what the "Architect and Empineer" called the first period of Bliss and Paville's work

characterized by an "enthusiasm for the antique" and an interest in the work of McKim,

Mead and White, in whose office both architects had apprenticed, its greatest importance

lies in its function, together with the Wells Fargp Bank across the street as a gateway

to Grant Avenue and together with the flatiron Phelan Bullding and other immediate neigh-

bors, as part of a splendid group of contemporary designs. This gateway to Grant Avenue

is altogether, perhaps the best of the remaining older Market Street intersections, and

a suitably grand entrance to a street which comes closer than any other to embodying the

ideals of the City Beautiful Movement. In composition, the building is a modified

temple derived from the Roman Pantheon. Its steel frame is clad in granite and sur®

mounted by a reinforced concrete dome. The main Grant Avenue facade is formed by a

pedimented Ionic Temple front with a bas relief of Liberty by Haig Pattigan. The bronze
(may be continued on back) (Over)

EVALUATION CRITERIA
A. ARCHITECTURE
1. Style: Beaux Arts Classicism
2. Construction Type: Steel Frame
3. Construction Date: 1910
4., Design Quality: (LPAB OIILY) Excellent
5. Architect: Bliss and Faville
6. Interior Quality: (LPAB ONLY)Excellent

B. HISTORY
(as building is significantly associated with specific)

7. Persons: Walter D. Bliss (1873-1956), architect employed by MnKim, Mead and
White in New York, returned to San Francisco 4n-.1898 and formed a partmerchip

with William B, Faville (1866-1946). Faville attended and taught at M.L.T '~
Eggngégo worked for McKim, Mead and White, He was elected head of the AIA in %agiﬁﬂ

The banking temples remain as a precise expression of the ideals of the City |
Beautiful Movement in architecture, social and city planning which shaped S.F. s pos

9. Patterns of History: 1906 earthquake reconstruction.

(cultural, social, political, military, ecomomic or industrial)
The banking temples reflect San Francisco's important role as a center for

commerce and finance., The Savings Union Bank was incorporated on June 18, 1862,
C. EWVIROWMENT over)
(relation to surroundings, specifically in terms of:)}
10. Continuity: Of particular importance in establishing the dominant character

of the area.
11. Setting: Makes a major contribution to the streetscape.

8.

12. Importance as a Visual Landmark:
A conspicuous and familiar structure in the context of the city.

D. INTEGRITY

{cite alterations and fhisicgl condition) Has suffered no visible alteration and
retains all of its original materials and design features.

RATINGS
DCP: 5
HERE TCDLY: Architects— p.329
SPLENDID SURV.: "A" rating, p-75
NAT'L REGISTFR: Eligible
RAT'L LANDMALK: -
STATE LANLIIM L -

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Statement of Significance from

(1ist scuvrces_on back)_Eflﬁndid_ianIXQxﬁ_p.?5.
PRCPARED pY: Jerathan Malone

ADDRESS: JUU Larkin ot.
San Francisco, CA

PHONE: 558-3055

BATE: 2/24/81

From material submitted by Patrick McGrew




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, continued

doors representing "the historical succession of races in the state" and the
interior furnishings are by Arthur Mathews."

HISTORY, continued

7) Among Bliss and Faville's works are the St. Francis Hotel, the Bank of California,
and the University Club.

8) Ip 1910, it merged with the San Francisco Savings and Loan Society and became
the Savings Union Bank and Trust Company. In 1920, this entity merged with
the Mercantile Trust Company of California. In 1827, this company merged with
the American Bank of San Francisco to form the American Trust Company, which
in turn was absorbed by Wells Fargo Bank in 1960. Security Pacific National
Bank purchased the 1 Grant Avenue structure and maintains a branch in the

building.
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