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CESIGHATING PG & E OLD STATION J AS A LANIDMARK PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE CITY

PLAINING CODE.

Be it Ordalred by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The Board of Supervizors hereby [inds that PG & E Old Statlon J
located at 556§ Commercial Street, being Lot 11 in Assessor's Block 228, has &
special character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest
ard value, an¢ that its designation as a Landmark will be in furtherance of and
in cenfermance with the purposes of Article 10 of the City Planning éode and the
standards seb forth Lherein.

(a) Cestgration. Pursuant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code, Chap-
ter II, Part Il of the San Francisco Municipal Code, PG & E 0ld Station J is
tereby cesignated as a landmark, this deaignation having been duly approved by
Passlutisn Mo. 9119 of the City Planning Cormisslon, which Hesolution is on file
withn tre Clerk of the Board of Supervisors under File No. 2!) "5/—,23'

(b} Pequired Data, The description of the location and boundaries of the
Lan#~ark site: of the characteristics of the Landmark which justify its deaigna-
tizn; ard of the particular fealures that should be preserved; as included in the
sald Rescluticn, are hereby incorporated hereln and made a part herecl as though

rully =set forth.
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Gerrge hgnost CITY PLANNING COMMISSICH
CITY ATTCRNEY

NP7,

Dean L. tocrls
Director of Planning

ORDINANCH NO{ 5-. _L_ﬂs-

Passed for Second Reading
Board of Supervisors, San Francisce

...................... 0CT 281981

Ayes: Supervisors “ewiude Dolnon, Hon;iul.o,
Kennedy, Kopp, Molinazi, Nelder, Renne, Silver,
Walker, Ward.

........................ ALt o Clerk

St RREEELIEEE . %{_o;ed et

Read Sacond Time and Finally Passed
Board of Supervisors, San Franvisco

KOv2 19681

Aves: Supervisors Britt, 1*-"':""' Honristo,
emenian, [ opp, Molinari. Nelder, Hhermrs Silver,
Walker, Wwcde

Absent: Supervisors. DOLSON .. KB“NEDT .
REm@ wARDTE

1 hereby certifv that the forcgping ondinance uus
finolly passed by the floard of Supervimrs of the
City and County of Son Francisco.

oy
....... — f,,f/)@f"; ##0Cs 2C Clerk

Sl




g LETLL Y i

j R
DOCKET COPY
DO NCT RLOVE

R LT L

IR |

SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

RESOLUTION NO. 9119

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the PG & E Old Station J at 569 Commercial™
Street as a Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the City Plan-
ning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on iiay.20,
1981, and said Advisory Roard, after duc consideration, has recomnended approval
of this proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a public
hearing on August 20, 1981, tc consider the proposed designatfon and the report
of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission bclieves that the proposed Landmark has a spectial
character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value;
and that the proposced designation would be in furtherance of and in conformance
with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10:

THLREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the aforemen-
ticned structure, the PG & FE Old Station J, as a Landmark pursuant to érticle 10
of the City Planning Code is herchby APPROVED, the precise location and boundaries
of the Landmark site being those of Lot 11 in Assessor's Block 228 on which the
original portien of Station J stands;

Second, That the special character and special historical, architectural and
aesthetic interest and valuc of the said Landmark justifying its desipnation are
set forth in the Landmarks Prescrvation Advisory ioard Resolution Ilo. 223 as
adopted on liay 20, 1981, which Resolution is incorporated herein and made a part
thercof as though fully set forth;

Thiird, That the said Landmark should be preserved penerally in all of 1its
particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and as described and
depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on file in the De-
partment of City Planning Docket ilo. 1L¥81.10;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby dirccts {ts Secretary
to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution, to the
Board of supervisors for appropriate action.

I hercby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City Plan-
ning Commission at its regular mecting of Aupust 21, 1981.

Loc HWoods, Jr.
S cretary

AYLES: Commissioners Bierman, Kerasick, Klein, ilatsumura, 'akashima,
Rosenblatt, Salrzor

NOLS: Mone.

ABSENT : None.

Lo August X1, 1981



FIIAL CASE RETORT APPROVED _5/20/81 LANDUARKS PRESERVATION ADVISCRY EOAFD

BUILDING NAME: Pacific Gas & Electric Co. OWNER:

0ld Station J Pacli's Restaurant, Inc.
PUILDING ADDRESS: BLOCK & LOT: ZONING:
569 Commercial Street 228/11
ORIGINAL USE. NO. OF STORIES: LPAB VOTE: 8-0
electrical power plant 2 + basement
CURRENT USE: EXTERIOR MATERIALS:
restaurant stucco

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
(Describe special CHARACTER, or special HISTORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL or AESTHETIC

interest or value:)
A fine example of the high quality of architecture employed by PG&E

to beautify its utlility stations. The elegant proportions of the buillding focus
attention on the concentrated burst of Renaissance/Baroque ornamentation over the
entrance. This articulates a sense of power which becomes an architectural pun in
light of the function for which the building was intended; the pulse generated here

spread throughout the surrounding financial district.
An early example of the adaptive reuse of an industrial building for entertain-

ment facilities, the structure housed nightclubs 'Station J' and 'Whiskey a go-go'.
It is presently occupied by Paoli's restaurant.

{may be continued on Back)

EVALUATION CRITERIA

A, ARCHITECTURE
1. Style:Classical Revival with Renaissance/Baroque ornamentation (quoins, cartouche,

2. Construction Type: Concrete floors and roof with brick denticulated cornice)
3. Construction Date:1914%
4. Design Quality: (LPAB OHLY) 569 Commercial Street can be interpreted as an (over)

2. Architect: Frederick H. Meyer
6. Interior Quality: (LPAB ONLY)

B. HISTORY
(as building 1s significantly associated with specific)
7. Persons: Architect Frederick H. Meyer {1876-1961) was a member of the
San Francisco Civic Center Commission (1913-1%15), was co-architect of the Civic
Auditorium, and designed other buildings including the Monadnock & Humbolt (over)

8. Events: The General John J. Pershing locomobile staff car was a familiar site

parked at the dogorway of the Station J nighteclub,

9. Patterns of History:

{culrurel. social, political, military, ecomnnmic or inducrwial}
Exemplifies the "City" type of power station erected by PG&E in major city centers

to generate electricity for '"prosperity & comfort of the pecple of California", {over)
C. ERVIRCNMENT
(relation to surroundings, specifically in terms of:)
10. Continuity: Its sophisticated design and original function set this building
apart from its commercial neighbors.

11. Setting: pionified building of modest size, in scale with block.

12. Importance as a Visual Landmark:
Dominates a crowded block due te its elegant styling.
D. IWNFEGRITY
(cite alterations and physical conditicn)
Little or no external alterations {canopy over Paoli's entrance); facade needs
malntenance,

RATINGS
nCpP: 4
HERE TODSY:
SPLENDID SURV,.: A
“AT'L REGISTER:
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4. Design Quality, continued

early, and probably unintended example of "form following function”, the creed of
modern architecture. The blank wall surfaces are a direct expression of the station's
utilitarian function: the lack of fenestration provided optimum surfaces to attach

e quipment and insulate noise. However, the architectural conventions of the time

and locale were acknowledged with applied Renaissance/Baroque ornamentation at the
doorway, cornice, and edges of the bullding. The structure defers to the popular
Classical Revival while at the same time it points to the approaching modern era.

Persons, continued

Bank buildings and eight projects for the city (branch libraries, firehouses aud
the DeYoung art galleries in Golden Gate Park),

Patterns of History, continued

their architectural style (after Willis Polk's classical prototype) was specifically
chosen for its ability to *be pleasing and capable of inspiiing confidence in the
company's strength and ability to deliver perfect service”.

Functionally related to adjoining PG&E plant (568 Sacramento) which is also

attributed to architect Frederick H. Meyer. -
1
Architect & Englneer (Nov. 1915)Qpage 55
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