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(Landmarks)

DESIGNATING THE FEDERAL PESERVE BANK AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO

ARTICLE 10 OF THE CITY PLANWING CODE. .

Be Lt Ordained by the People of the Clty and County of San Francieco:

Section 1, The Board of Supervisgrs hereby f[inds that The

Federal Reserve Bank located at 400 Sensome Street, being Lor 3 in

Assessor's Bleck 229, has a speclal character and specinl histerical,

architectural and sesgthetic interest snd  wvalue, and that its

designation as a Landmark will be Im [urtherance of, and in

conformance with the purposes of arcicle 10 of the City Flanning Code
and the standards set forth therein.
(a) Designation, Pursuant to Sectlon 1004 of the City Flanmnlng

Code, Chaptrr LI, Part 11 of the San Francisco Hunicipal Code, The

Federal Reserve 3ank §s hereby designated as  a Landmark, cthis

designation having been duly approved by Resolution Ma, 252 2
of the City Planning Commission, which Relolutlo-n is on file with
the Cilerk of the Board of Supervisors under File No. ?a-;_z-/i,

{b) Regulrcd Data. The descriprien of the location and bounda-
ries of

the Landmark aite; of the characteristica of the Landmark

which justify its designation; snd of the particular {estures thac

should be preserved; as included in the sald Resclution, sre heraby
tncorperated hereln and made a part hereof as though Full sec forth.
APFROVED AS TO FORM: RECOMMENDED :

GCeorge Agnost
CITY ATTORKEY

"4\_‘&-72@' = L mnrm
Depury CL ttorney
Ly

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Dean L. Macris
Director of Flanning
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Passed for Second Reading
Boatd of Supervisors, San Francisco

UTATER: I

Ayes: Supervisors Britt, Dolson, Hongisto,

Kennedy, Kopp, Melinari, Nellay, Ranne, Silver,
Walker, Warcrp

Rend Second Time and Finally Passed
Board of Supervisors, San Franciso

. Hov 291382

Ayes: Supervisors Britt, Dolson, Honrgisto,
Kennedy, En p, Molinari, Nelder, Renne, vbver—
Walker, Wn\f—

Abeent: Super visors _SILYER WAHD

-
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1 hereby certify that the foregoing ordingnce was
finally passed By the Board of Supenisors of the
&y and County of Sor F

C LT
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SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION -

RESOLUTION NO. 9547

LS

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Federal Reserve Bank Building
at 400 Sansome Street as a Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of
the City Planning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
on July 21, 1982, and said Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recormmended
approval of such designation; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Cormmission, after due notice given, held
public hearings on September 2, September 24, and October 28, 1982, to consider
the proposed designation and the report of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a
special character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and
value; and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in
conformance with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, That the proposal to designate the
Federal Reserve Bank Building at 400 Sansome Street as a Landmark pursuant to
Article 10 of the City Planning Code is hereby APPROVED, the location and
boundaries of said building described as the following improvements located on
Lot 3 in Assessor's Block 229:

The U-shaped structure containing three principal
eight-story facades facing Sansome Street (to the west), Sacramento
Street (to the south), and Battery Street {(to the east), which
facades are completed in granite, and a northern facade facing
Commercial Steet, the eastern and western portions of which facade
are eight stories high and completed in granite and the middle portion
of which facade steps back four to eleven stories in height and is
completed in brick (the middle portion of this facade defines the
U-shape of the bank building); the western facade is set back approxi-
mately 26 feet from Sansome Street and the eastern facade is set back
approximately 41 feet from Battery Street; the northern and scuthern
facades are not set back from the street line. Specifically excluded
from this designation are all the improvements located on the lot and
being to the east of the eight-story Dattery Street facade, including
the service area/motor security platform:

Second, That the special character and special historical,
architectural and aesthetic interest and value of the said Landmark justifying its
designation are set forth in the Landmarks Preservaticn Advisory Board fin§1 Case
Report as adopted on July 21, 1982, which Case Report is incorporsted herein and
made a part thereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the significant exterior features of said Landmark as
described and depicted in the photographs affixed to the final Case Report on file
in the Department of City Planning Dicket No. 82.363L, shall be retained generally
as they exist on the date hereof.




CITY PLANNIMNG COMMISSION RESOLUTION RO. 8547
Page Two

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs
its Secretary to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this
Resolution, to the Board of Supervisors for appropriate action. .

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the
City Planning Commission at its regular meeting of October 28, 1982.

Lee Hoods, Jr.
Secretary
AYES: Commissioners Bierman, Karasick, Kelleher, Klein, Nakashima,
Rosenblatt, Salazar.
MOES: None.

ABSENT: None.

PASSED: Qctober 28, 1982.




Final CASC REPCRT  APPALV:U July 20, l3b¢ Lahlr kS PRESERVAT IV S00E50n01 BlakD
GuilUihG wA*i: Feceral neserve Bank oicg. Umrfw: Federai Reserve Bank

BUILOING AUURESS: 40u >ansome Street BLula & bwl: 22473 Fuainls L-3-0
OR1GikAL uSE: Banking hall, offices wi. OfF STURILL: B LPAB JYuTL: 4-2
CUAAZNT uSE: Same (proposec for saie; TATCRIOA KATERIALS: Grenite (hrick in ngrtn

light court]

STATERLWT uf SiGi)F ICANCE:

(Describe special CHARACTEH, or special miSTU=ICAL, AHLMITECTuxiL or AESTRETLC interest or vaiue:; Tne
feoeral Heserve oank buileing is significent zs the first structure duilt for this system in San
francisco, as & represeniative of tne feceral government's then (151%; grewing 2sseciztion with

ranumental architecture, as an  ingact con'risiier to San frzncisco's important coilection of
classiczlly cesiqued oanking halls, 2nc 2s an expression ¢f the aesign ideals of lhe Pznamz Pacific
International Exposition of 1915, 400 Sansome Streel was the first location for San Francisco's
regional office of the feceral Rese-ve wnicn was zutnorized by Cengressional act im 1%i: with tne
intent of referming the Uritege Stazes benking Incdustry ane acnetary system. fs cesignec oy George
teinam in 151§ anc coepleted in 1924, the muilcinrg ircorporetes the monumental ciascsicise faverea by
the feceral government; the row of free-stancing eagles acrvsy Lhe entablature particularly exprecses
ihe fegerzl presence. -
(may e continued on back)

EVALUATIOR CRITERIA
B ARCHITECTURE

i. Style: hev-clessical

2. Construction iype: Steel Trame. granite clat, supportec oy westar Jiles. P. 4. esalker Coapany
construction superintenaents

5. Lonstruction Jdate: Designec 181z, compieiec 1424

4. Desisr Yvallty: (LPAB OkLY) Very gooc

’ 5. Arcnitecy: George felnam

0. Interior Guality: (LFAB OnlY, wotaple interior pamking bhali, murals by Jules Guerin. Fublic

spaces to be includec in this gesignation.
&. HiISTORY

les buileing is significantly associatec witn specific)

7. Persons: George Kelham, an architect whose works ;-clydee the Pubiic Liorary, 200 Larkin Sireet,
19lc; Huss Builaing, 235 Hontgomery Street, 1§27; Angle-Celifornie wnational bank, | Sansgme
Street, 16510 & 1924; dgemolisheo 1598Z; anc the Snell Builaing, ZU0 dusn Sireet, 1912 L 1516,

5. ftvenls: -

G. fatterns of History:

(cuitural, social, political, wmilitary, economic or inaustriai; Tnroughout the histery of tne
Unitec States there has oeen copsigerabie Qebate on tné 1ssue of feceral  {continuec on back!
C. C¥iaUn ond

ireiation to surrouneings, specificaliy in terms of:;

10, Continuity: in its references t¢ {2r Francisco’'s banclng hails, the ozsign reflects tne eariy
20tn century character of the city.

11. Setting: Original sitve, approximzteiy iot line ceveiopment. Uue 1o ine ipcation en filleg land,
construction excavation encountered the remains of & “¢iC Rusn erz vessel 30 feet below grade.
Artifacts unearthed at the iime were aonatec Lo tne fhational Haritime Yuseum {4/23/60;.

12. ipportance &5 & VWisual Lancoark: This imposing structure 1is & conspicuous ang familiar
struciure in the downtown.

O. INTEGRIVY
{cite alterations and physcizi comdition; Hasically intact, with .important early light
stancargs fianking the entrance, the bullcing was exranoec intc the origimal light court in the
1920s anc 1950s, The originzi cesign by Kelham was mocifiec oy the Bulicing Committee before
construction began.

RATINGS
ulr: |l
HERE T00AY: hoi mentlonec
SPLEHDa. Sddw.: B
NHAT'L REGISTEn: &
wAT 'L LARDRARK:
STaToc LAHDHARK: -
1 O-. nnox relion, Feogera. neserve

iiginle

Ervironmentzl impact Report, June 167§

BIGL 1 GRAREY:
iilst sources omn Dack)
PREPAREL 3Y: Jonatnan h. Malone

AUURESE: Lhu Mchijlister Srreer
Sgn rranciscc, A 9ullZ
PHURL : L Lr=iLil
\ usit; sune 25, 1§6:
..u';ll 1952
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STATEHERT of SIGNIFICANCE cont'g

As Cnairman of the Archizecturzl cormittee for tne Panana Pacific internationzi txposition
WPPAE) Arcosiect delhas wes influencec by tne fair's cesign concepts, -uior scheme ana builcing
neterials., Jules Guerin servea as tne ¢goroingicr i the coier scheme for vthis event ano worxed
closely witn Xelnem. Guerin’s nural depiciing ‘Tracers of ine Aariztic” in the Ffederz] Reserve Bank
Builcing is tne only xnewn example of nis wor« in San francisco., The fanx 3uilding, in terms of
nelnan's cverall design ang fuerin's interior murai, reflects the physical expression of Cesign jceals
generatec vy the PPIC anu exhibitec only oriefly in the temporary siructures of the fair izself.

5, Fatterns of Hisiory (economic), cont'ec

versus state jurisciction, This question nas been perticuiarly ocenztec relalive to the regulation of
venking anc commerce, wnere the acueo quesiion of government inierference in the merketplace came into
play. The cyclicsl nature ¢f tie U.5. economy througn the 1Sth anc inte zhe 2Gth ceniury garnered
support fo- feceral level reforms of the banking incustry. The Feceral Reserve Act was signeo into law
on vecemuer 23, 1%13. Tne intenu of the legisiation was an act to provide for tne estzol;shment oﬂ_
Feceral Heserve banks to furnisi an elastic currency, to affora means of reolscounting commercial
paper, 10 estzblish & more effective supervision of ocanking, anc for ether purposes.t

Alznougn the Feoeral Keserve system €16 not achieve ail of the eariy goals of its proponents, it
cio significantly refors ine penking system anc serve to even out Fiuctwatiers in the U.S. econery.
its imperiance sagnificantly increasec tnroughcut the Zuth Century, anc (i siands :0Gay as uhe oF Ine
sajor InTivences in giobal economics.

\BLGLIUbaA~nY, coRtiay

Cornery, rucrael R., Splercic Survivors, Caiiferniz Living, 197s.
g

tilugensil, -~aul] anc herman €. Aross, Financial nistory oF tne onite: Steies, Mcbraw nlll BGOOK ey,

int., 1465,



