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AS NMENDED IN BD, 1/22/85

FILE NO_M_ﬁl ORDINANCE NO Zo N

iLandmarka)l

DESIGHATING THE PIRST CONGRESATIONAL CHURCH AS A LANDMARK PURSUMHT TO ARTICLE

1 OF THE CITY PLANNING CODE.

Be it Ordained by the People of tha City and County of San Franciscot

Sectinon 1, The Board of Supervimors hereby finds that the Firet Congre-
gational Church located at 432 Mamon Street, Lot 9 in Assessor’a Hlock 307,
has a special character and special historical, architectural and amsathetlc
interest and value, and that its designation as a Landmark will further the
purposes of, and conform to the atandards set forth in Article 10 of the City
Planning Ceode.

{2} Designatlon. Purguant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chapter II, Part 11 of the San Francisce Manicipal Code, the Pirat Congrega-
tional Church located at 432 Magon Street i3 hereby designated as a Landmark,

10202
this deslgnation having been duly approved by Resoluticn No. == of the City
Planning Commission, which Resoluticn is on file with the Clark of tha Board
of Supervisers under File No, 95‘42—2..

fb) Required Data, The description of the location and boundarias of the
tandmark Eite, of the characteristics of the Landwark which juatify its desig-
nation, and of the particular features that should be preserved as included in

the said Resolution, are incorporated in this deslgnating ordinance as though

fully ser forth.

APPRIVED AS TO FORM: F RECOMMENDED:
George Agnost CITY PLANNING COMMMISSION

City Attorney

. L s | S .
By . P e £ o e

Deputy City Attorney Dean L. Mactis
Director of Planning
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Board of Supervisors, San Francisco

Passed for Second Reading Finally Pastged

January 22, 1968% January 28, 1985
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Ayes: Supervisors Heongisto Xopp § Ayes: Supervisors Hongisto Maher
Maher Molinari Nelder Renne 1 Molinari Melder Renne Silver
Silver Walker Ward 5 Walker
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Nowm: Supervisorj Britt

Absent: Super\risar’ Kennedy Absent: Supervisors Britt Kennedy

Kopp Ward

1 hergby certify that the foregeoing ordinance
wag finally passed by the Board of Supervisars
of the Clty and County of San Francieco

% ;ﬂ/

File No -

- 0 1985

90-84-2 AN 3 “{A/ll ' \;M

Date Approved ayor

kmratpamanamsn it iiiews sebrnss s oas i




SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTICN NO, 10202

WHEREAS, A propesal to designate the First Congregational Church at
432 Mason Street as a Landmark pursuant to the provisicns of Article 10 of the
City Planning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
on November 21, 1984, and said Advisory Board, after due consideration, has
recommended approval of this proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held
a public hearing on January 17, 1985 to consider the proposed designation and
the report of said Advisory Board; and

L.

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has &
special character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest
and value; and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in
conformance with the purposes and standards of the said Article 103

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the
aforementioned structure, the First Congregational Church at 432 Mason Street,
as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the City Planning Code is hereby
APPROVED, the precise locaticn and boundaries of the Landmark site being those
of Lot 9 in Assessor's Block 307;

Second, That the special character and special historical, architec-
tural and aesthetic interest angd value of the said Landmark justifying its
designation are set forth in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board Resolu-
tion 298 as adopted on November 21, 1984 which Resolution is incorporated
herein and made a part thereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved generally in all
of its particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and de-—
scribed and depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on
file in the Department of City Planning Docket No. 83.596L;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs it
Secretary to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Reso-
lution, to the Board of Supervisors for appropriate action.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the

City Planning Commission at its reqular meeting of January 17, 1985,

Lee Woods, Jr.

Sacretary
AYES: Commissioners Bierman, Karasick, Xlein, Nakashima, Rosenblatt and
Wright
NCES: None

ABRSENT: Commissioner Salazar

PASSED: January 17, 1985
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FINAL CASE REPORT  APPROVED 11/21/84 . LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISCRY BOARD
This document supersedes the Case Report of 9/21/83

WOTLDING NAME: First Congregational OWNER: First Congregational Society of
Church San Francisco

BUILDING ADDRESS: 432 Mason Street BLOCK & LOT: 307/9 ZONING: C-3-G
ORIGINAL USE: Church NO. OF STORIES: 2 LPAB VOTE: 6-0

CURRENT USE: Church EXTERIOR MATERIALS: Concrete

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: The First Congregational Church building 1s significant as
an excellent example of the work of a prominent architectural firm whose work influenced
the development of the City; as an early example of an innovative construction techni-
que, reinforced concrete, increasingly used in the post 1806 earthquake and fire recon-
struction period; and as a reflection of the role in the social history of San Francisco
of this denomination. The building's design, in its use of the Classical Revival style
most frequently exhibited by San Francisco's "banking temples”, indicates the churches
desire to remain in and reflect the business character of downtown,

These findings of significance are based on the facts entered under the following

evaluation categories.
{may be continued on back) .

EVALUATION CRITERIA
&, ARCHRITECTURE

1. Style: The structure is designed in the Classical Revival style, as an enfwamed
pavilion with Corinthian colonnade, end bays and wings.

2. Construction Type: The building is constructed in reinforced concrete, a materi-

al and method of construction resulting from increased concern for fire proof

methods of building following the 1906 earthquake and fire.

Construction Date: Constructed in 1913-1915,

Design Quality: An excellent design demonstrating Reid Bros. deft handling of

the classical idiom in the structure's balanced composition and accurate detait-

ing.

5. Architect: James and Merritt Reid, in a career from the 1880's to the 1920's de-
signed such well known structures as the Call Building, 74 New Montgomery Street
{1914}, the Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason Street {1906); the Fitzhugh Building
364-384 Post Street {1923, demolished 1979}); and the Rose Building 216-220
Sutter Street {1908).

6. Interior Quality: {LPAB ONLY) Not Applicable

B. HISTORY (Publicly owned buildings)
{as building is significantly associated with specific)

7. Persons: -

8, Events: -

3. Patterns of History: (cultural, social, political, military, economic or indus-
trial}This denomination was established in San Francisco in 1849. The current
location has been the site of two previous structures, dating back to 1872. The
Congregational Church has its roots in New England, and the interior of the
church {as originally designed, since altered) reflects the non hierarchical
meeting hall nature traditional to the theological precepts of the denomination.

C. ENVIRONMENT {relation to surroundings, specifically in terms of}:

10. Continuity: The building, with its low rise scale, defines the historic
character of the downtown.

11. Setting: Built to the lot line, the structure reflects traditional, downtown
building patterns.

12. Importance as a Visual Landmark: By its monumental classicism and corner
location, a conspicuous and familiar structure in the downtown.

B. INTEGRITY '

(cite alterations and physical condition) Fssentially intact, alterations include

east facade windows filled in for construction of the

St. Francis Hotel addition; lightwells on Mason Street removed.

£y
.

RATINGS
bCP: 4
HERE TODAY: -
SPLENDID SURV.: A
NAT'L REGISTER: Probably eligible attach photograph here
NAT ‘L LANDMARK: -
STATE LANDMARK: -

BTBLTOGRAPHY: {Tist sources on Dack]
{1ist sources on back)
PREAPRED BY: Jonathan H. Malone

ADDRESS: 450 McAllister Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
PHONE: 558-2816

DATE: November 6 and 21, 1984
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