MOTICE OF FINAL PASSAGE
FIiLE NO. 90-70-3 ORD. NO, 102.70
OESIGNATING GHIRARDELLI
SAGUARE AS A LANDMARK PUR-
SUANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE CITY
PLANNING CDDE. .

! hersby cerfify that the foregoin
ordirance was read for the secon
time _and finally passed by the Board
of Supervisors of the City and
County of San Francisco at its meet-
ing of March 30, 1970.

ROBERT_J. DOLAN, Clerk
Aporoved: Ap i ALIOTO, M
. - . Mayor
April 8, 1970—1t Y

FILE NO. 90-70-9 ORD, NO,—
DESIGNATING GHIRARDELLY
SQUARE AS A LANDMARK PUR-
SUANT TO ARTICLE 12 OF THE CITY
PLANNING CODE,

Be it ordzined by the people of
the City and County of San Francis-

€0:

Section 1. Tne Board of Supervi-

sors hereby finds that Ghirardelii
Sguare has a special character and
special _historical, architectural and
aesthetic interest and value and that
its designation as a landmark will be
in furtherance of and in conformance
with the purposes of Article 10 of
the City Planning Code and the stan-
dards set forth therein.
_ta) Designation, Pursuant to Sec.
tion 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chapter 11, Part 1l of the San Fran-
cisco Municipal Code, Ghirardelli
Square is hereby designated as_a
Landmark, this designation having
been duly approved by resolution of
the City Flanning Commisgion.

{b) Location and Boundaries. Pur.
suant to Section 1004 of the City
Planning Code, Chapter Ii, Part it of
the San Francisce Municipat Code, a
fandmark site is hereby designated
fo- the saig Landmark, tocated and
bounded as follows:

The entite block bounded by North
Point, Poik, Beach, and Larkih
Streets: being Assessor’s Biock 452,

(cy Justification. The special char-
acter and special historical, a-chitec-
turai and aesthetic interest and val-
ue of the said Landmark justifying
its designation are as follows:

A complex of industrial buitdings
of brick construction, including a
building buiit in 1862 as part of the
Pioneer Woolen Mills. in which blan-
kets and other woclen goods were
made for the Union Army. The ma-
jority of the buildings on this com-
glvete city block were constructed be.

een 1594 and 1922, These buildings
housed the Ghirardelli  Chocolate
Factory from 1894 to 1962, and were
designed by Wiiliam Modoser, Senior
and Junior, famous early San Fran-
cisco architects.

Since 1962 the total compiex of
buildings has been renovated and
expanded for coaversion to shops,
restaurants, theater, and other busi-
nesses in a manner which has re-
tained the early architeciural charac-
ter. This conversion, designed by
Wiurster, Bernardi and Emmons, re-
ceived the Collaborative Achieve-
ment in Architecture Award in 1966
from the American Institute of Archi-
tects, an award extended only eonce
before. This complex of buildings is
the oniy example of this period of
industrial building along the San
Francisco waterfront, and the Clock
Tower Building at the soputheast cor-
ner aof the complex serves as a ma-
jor focal pomnt in this area of the

city.

(vc) Features. The said Landmark
should be preserved generally in all
of its particular exterior features as
existing on the date hereof and as
descri and depicted in the photfo-
graphs, case report and other mate-
rial on file in_the Department of City
Planning in Dockel No, LM68.29; the
iwmmanr description being as fol-
owWs:

Complex of buildings, ranging
from aone to five stories high, con-
structed of brick, around a central
courtyard, Major feature, a Clock
Tower building at the corner of Lar-
kin and Neorth Point Streets. Gothic
architecture influenced by French
Renaissance. Red brick structures
with contrasting white stone trim.
Battiemenied parapets on the princi-
q_@l buiidings on North Point Streel,

ile roofs on the remodeied and
new buildings. Windows vary: round-
arched and rectanguiar.

1 _hereby certify that the foregoing
ordinance was passed for secon
read ng by the Board of Supervisars
of the City and County of San Fran-
{:lsco at its meeting of March 23,

‘ RCBERT J. DOLAN, Clerk
March 28, 1976—1t,




CITY PLANNING COMMISSYON

RESOLUTION NO, 5394

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate Ghirardelli Square as a Landmark
pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the Gity Planning Code was
initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on January 22,
1969, and said Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended
approval of this proposal;

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held
& public hearing on June 26, 1969, to consider the proposed designation
and the report ¢f said Adviscory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission belleves that the proposed Landmark has a
special character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic
interest and value; and that the proposed designation would be in
furtherance of and in conformance with the purposes and standards of the
sald Article 10;

NCW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, That the proposal to designate
Chirardelli Square as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the City
Planning Code 18 hereby approved, the location and boundaries of the
landmark site being as follows:

The entire block bounded by North Point, Polk, Beach,
and Larkin Streets: being Assessor's Block 452,

Second, That the special character
and specilal historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value
of the said Landmark justifying its designation are as follows:

A complex of industrial buildings of brick construction,
including a building built in 1862 as part of the Pioneer
Woolen Mills, in which blankets and other woolen goods
were made for the Union Army, The majority of the
buildings on this complete city block were constructed
between 1594 and 1922, These buildings housed the
Ghirardelli Chocolate Factory from 1894 to 1962, and

were designed by William Mooser, Senior and Junior, famous
early San Franclsco architects.

Since 1962 the total complex of buildings have been
renovated and expanded for conversion to shops,
restaurants, theater, and other businesses in & manner
which has retained the early architectural character.
This conversion, designed by Wurstey Bernardi and Emmons,
received the Collaborative Achievement in Architecture
Award in 19606 from the American Institute of Architects,
an award extended only once before,

This complex of buildings is the only example of this
period of indusgtrial buillding along the San Francisco
waterfront, and the Clock Tower Building at the southeast
corner of the complex serves as a major focal point in
this area of the city,

Third, That the said Landmark should
be preserved generally in all of its particular exterior features as
existing on the date herecf and as described and depicted in the photo-
graphs, case report and other material on file in the Department of City
Planning in Docket No, 13968,29; the summary description being na follows:




CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO, 5394
PAGE TWO

Complex of buildings, ranging from one to five stories
high, constructed of brick, around a central courtyard.
Msjor feature, a c¢lock Tower bullding at the corner of
Larkin and North Point Streets. Gothic architecture
influenced by Freanch Renalssance, Red brick structures
with contrasting white stone trim, Battlemented parapets
on the principal buildings on North Point Street. Tile
roofs on the remodelled and new buildings. Windows vary:
round-arched and rectangular,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its
Secretary to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this
Resolution, to the Board of Supexrvisors for appropriate action,

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPIED by
the City Planning Commission at its regular meeting of June 26, 1969.

Lynn E. Plo
Secretary
AYES: Cormissioners Brinton, Carr, Fleishhacker, Kearney, Mellon, Newman,
Porter

NOES: None
ABRSENT: None
PASSED: June 26, 1969




LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY ECARD GHIRARDELLI SQUARE

Fingl Case Report for

October 9, 1960 Meeting
Wevised  December 1§ 14€S

OWNERS
LOCATION AND
BOUNDARY OF
SITE

HISTORY

Lurtline and Willian Matson Roth

Entire block bounded by North Peint Street, Polk Street,
Larkin Streect and Beach Street: being Lot 1 in Assessor's
Block 452,

The buildings in the square have varying dates and origins;
they have been constructed over a period of more than a cen-
tury. The oldest building, located on Polk Street, a little
south (uphill) from Beach Street, wag buiilt for the Ploneer
Woolen Mills, a firm organized in 1859 under the impetus of
William Chapman Ralston, incorporated 18662, ocne of a group
of firms organized by Relston, who was cone of the first
captaing of industry on the Pacific Coast, The building,
erected about 1855-7060, housed the manufactory of uniforms
for Union troops during the Civil War,

The major buildings on the block were erected after the
Ghirardelli Company took over the property in 1894, and most
were built between 1900 and 1922, They were designed by
William Mooser, senior, whoge father had designed the Woolen
Mill. They replaced wooden dwellings and stables, along
North Point, twthere the men and horses of the Woolen Mill had
been housed. A wooden Box Factory, built on North Point and
moved to Beach Street, stood until recently demolished and
replaced by the present Wurster Building, 1966, Of the
buildings built by the Ghirardellis, the nost significant,
architecturally, is the Clock Tower, erected in 1915, Others
erected in this period were the Cocoa and Chocolate Building,
the Mustard Building and the Apartment Building, where work-
men and their families lived, continuing the tradition set in
the 1860's., There was a Power House also,

In April 1962, when the Ghirardelli firm had been sold to a

targe food products company, and the property was no longer
to be used for the production of chocolate and related pro-
ducts, the historic block and {ts buildings were saved from
probable destruction through the efforts of persons who in-
terested Mrs, Roth and her son, William Matson Roth, in the
idea of a shopping area combined with tourist attractions

The design of the Square and its new buildings was done by
Wurster, Bernardi and Emmens, and the landscaping on the
project was done by Lawrence Halprin,

Today & plcasant open courtyard, with a2 view of the bay and
its maritime trade and pleasure vessels, is surrcunded by
retail shops, restaurants, theatre and other consumer-
oriented businesses. This court, once secluded and private,
now is attractively landscaped and inviting tc the public:
the steps from Beach Street; the gateway from Larkin Street,
the tunnel entrance from North Point, between the clock tower
and the lfustard Building, all lead into and afford views to
end from the courtyard, which add eld world charm to a ounce
utilitorian American workplace.,




LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD GHIRARDELLI SQUARE
Final Case Report for Page 2.
October 9, 1968 Meeting

ARCHITECTURE AND A group of buildings, ranging in age from over a century to

DESIGN a few years old, located on an entire square block, and sure
rounding an irregular courtyard. The group displays architec-
tural unity, despite varying styles, created by the use of
exposed red brick, conerete, and exterior cast iren.

The structures renge in height frow cne to five storiese, and
in size from around one hundred square feet in ground area
to over ten thousand. They range in original use from fac-
tory and storage buildings to power house and dwelling; in
present use from shop to mgnager's offices and manufactory,
froe restaurant to theatre.

The oldest building now standing in the square is the Pio-
beer Woolen Mill building, designed and built in 1859-1860

by the father of William Moosper senior (later architect for
the major buildings in the Square) for the Pioneer Woolen
Mills. It is now a four story building with rear on Polk
Street, and pleced at an acute angle to that street. It igs
constructed of old red brick, has broad plank flcors, sup-
ported by or resting upon exposed wood columns: the old
floors sre now overlaid with hardwood. It is marked by ex-
posed anchor bolts and iron shutter rings around the windows;
the windows are rectangular, with flat brick arches and inner
wooden lintels; the whole building now faces upon a small
courtyard, and in front has an iron steirway with iron rail-
ings, with the entrance paved with brick. Brick walls at

the ends continue upward as gables; and the roof, originally
of corrugated iron, is now tiled.

The major buildings’ are those facing Worth Point Street,

Here were built, between 1900 ana 1922, the principal struc-
tures forming the square today. On the extreme left as one
faces the squave from the south, corner of Palk Street are the
Cocos {1910) & Chocolate (I%11) Buildings. TFour stories high in
front, with a lower floor which mekes it five stories high

on the lower, or courtyard side, it is likewise built of red
brick, exposed and westhered. Striking white trim, con-
trasting sharply with the red brick, is comprised of quoinsg,
the voussoirs of the flat arches, and the eills of the win-
dows. These elements are of moulded concrete painted white,
The roof line is battlemented (briek alone is used on Polk
Street; but the North Point facade has white simulated stone
capstones end sills in the embrasures on the roof). The
main entrence of the building, on liorth Point Street, is
framed in the same simulated white stone. Wide flat pilasters
support scrolled brackets or consoles, which in turn support
a flat pediment oy cornice, projecting well beyond the wall,
There is a crest, formed by & wreathe u meddllion, resting on
the pediment or cornice; above this, the second story windows
are outlined in simulated stone, and a large plaque above thesge
bears the name "D. Ghirardelli Co.". There are cornices, in-
creasingly prominent, at second-story, third-story and roof
line; all are of poured or :puldegd concrete, simulating white
stone. In the center of the building is & raised portion of
the perapet wall, fraueq by white simulated stone turrets,

and enclosing s roundel bearing the date “1919"’ added when
the top floor was built.




LANDMARKS PRESERVATION BOARD GHIRARDELLI SQUARE
Final Case Report for Page 3.
October 9, 1960 Meeting

ARCHITECTURE AND This building, a portion of the Cocoa Building, and also

DESIGN (continued) four storiea on North Point Street, immediately adjoins and
forms one building with a later portion. This later eastern
portion is very similar in style to the corner portion,
already described, but here the first and second story windows
have round arches: the name agaln appears at second story
level, and has the dates of 1852-1900 below., There is,
again, a roundel at roof line, bearing date of 1922. There
is no major center entrance, as in the other portiom,
but there are minor entrances in the flanking wings., Small
towers, ot wings, project slightly beyond the main facade
and are outlined by white stone quoins, The lower story
windows havc very pronounced arches in these wings, Utili-
tarian iron-balcony fire-escapes detract from the facade
of this portion of the Cocoa and Chocolate Building.

The next buildinpg to the east, separated from the previously-
mentioned structure and from the Clock Tower Building at the
Larkin Street corner, is the Mustard Building, Three story,
again constructed of red brick, this building is battlemented
and has the usual white stone trim. Here the roundel bears
the date of 1911,

The Clock Tower Building, at the corner of Horth Point and
Larkin Strects, is the most distinguished of all Ghirardelli
Square buildings. A four story tower vwith HMHansard roof
dominates the building which is rectangular and has

a priucipal facade facing each street., The tower was
designed as a copy of the famed tower at the Chateau de
Blois, which was erected 1535-1538, by Mansard for Louis XII,
and where for the first time an architect combined stone

and brick in one building during the late French Renaissance.

The clock towecr itself, like its original in France, ig dis-
tinguished by certain characteristics of the early work of
Mansard: prominent stone trim on basic brick; window mull-
ions are cruciform; extremely ornate cornice at the base of
the tower; a stceply pitched roof; elegant dormers; delicate
tracery of detail on the stone rail gurmounting the cornice:
being & combination of late Gothic forms with early Renals-
sance detail., There are some differences from the original:
there is no turret; no chimney; the dormers are less ornate;
the quoins are more irregular; the windows are rectangular
rather than arched; and the dormers are louvered rather than
windowed, The fourth story windows in the original are re-
placed by the clock faces in the copy.

The Clock Tower Bullding {s not battlemented, as are the
other buildings on North Point Street, The entrance door-
ways, of white simulated stone (concrete) are round-arched;
the windows are rectangular; and have the same irregular
quoins as the tower itself, There is a delicate cornice at
the roof-line, with a high flat parapet wall above. The
tower is surmounted by a double finial, joined by an ornate
rail,




LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY DOADD GHIRARDELLI SQUARE

Final Case Heport for

Page &

QOctober 9, 1960 leeting

ARCHITECTURE AND
DESIGN (continued)

ZONING AND
SURRQUNDILIUG
LAND USE

The Apartment Building, lying on Larkin Street below the
Clock Tower and the Maln gateway to the Couriyard, is in
the same style as the buildings on North Point Street; but
like the Clock Tower Building, is not battlemented. With
nev enlarged glass windows, and doorways, the building aow
houses a restaurant. fThe building was built in 1916,

There are ncwer buildings in the courtyard, and on the

north side of the court; these blend harmoRiocusly with the
old, using red brick as building material also. However,
they ave not Gothic or Renaigsance but Sontemporary or modern
styles. The principal of these, designed by his firm,(19h4) is
the Wurster Building, Tile roof combines with brick walls

to provide an appropriate setting for Spanish (Mexican)
restaurant and shope. Other more modern structures are

small information kiosks, and sales shops. Chiefly of glass
and modern matexrials, they add to the feeling of openness in
the yard, with their floor to ceiling glass walls and doors.

The old Power louse, at the corner of Polk and Beach Streets,
a one story bvick structure with corrugated iron roof, is not
one of tha older bulldings (1915)., It lacks the strikingly
handsome combination of red brick and white stone which mark
the main buildings, but is distinguished in its own right.

The courtyard is characterized by terracing and the use of
steps and exterior means of eantrance into upper levels of

the older buildingse; iron galleries and stairvays domlinate

the elevations of the south (uphill) side of the yard;
occasional picces of sculpture adorn the court; a distinguished
fountain (round pool, with sculpture) graces the eastern end

of the court, The sculpture, designed and cxecuted by Ruth
Asawa, includes two mermaids, an infant mermaid, giant
tortoises, bearing frogs spouting water, and water lily

leaves.

Zoning is C-li(general commercial) formerly industrial.
Surroundins land use is mixed: residential, commercial,
industrial, and park-recreational.




