City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

BOARD of SUPERVISORS San Francisco, CA 941024689
Tel. No. (415)554-5184
Fax No. (415)554-5163
TDD/TTY No. (415) 554-5227
MEMORANDUM
Date: June 14, 2022
To: Jonas Ionin, Commission Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission

Rich Hillis, Director, Planning Department
From: wngela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, Office of the Clerk of the Board

Subject: ¥ Planning Code - Landmark Designation - 2868 Mission Street

(“Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts”) (File No. 220287)

On May 24, 2022, the Board of Supervisors finally passed Ordinance No. 087-22,
sponsored by Supervisors Ronen, Melgar, Preston, Peskin, Safai, and Mandelman; and
approved by Mayor London N. Breed on June 3, 2022.

A copy of the Resolution is being forwarded to you for informational purposes.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, at
(415) 554-4441 or by email at: Erica. Major@sfgov.org.

cc: Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator
Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer
Corey Teague, Zoning Administrator
Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs
Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs
Andrea Ruiz-Esquide, Deputy City Attorney
Joy Navarrete, Major Environmental Analysis
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning
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FILE NO. 220287 ORDINANCE NO. 87-22

[Planning Code - Landmark Designation - 2868 Mission Street ("Mission Cultural Center for
Latino Arts”)]

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2868 Mission Street (“Mission
Cultural Center for Latino Arts”), Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007, as a
Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making public
necessity, convenience, and welfare findings under Planning Code, Section 302, and
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of

Planning Code, Section 101.1.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in szngle underlzne ztalzcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment addltlons are in double underlmed Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Findings.
(a) CEQA and Land Use Findings.

(1) The Planning Department has determined that the Planning Code
amendment proposed in this ordinance is subject to a Categorical Exemption from the
California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et
seq., "CEQA") pursuant to Section 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000 et seq.), as an action taken by a regulatory agency for

the protection of the environment (in this case, landmark designation). Said determination is
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on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 220287 and is incorporated herein
by reference. The Board of Supervisors affirms this determination.

(2) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that
the proposed landmark designation of 2868 Mission Street, Assessor’s Block No. 6516, Lot
No. 007 (“Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts”), will serve the public necessity,
convenience, and welfare for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 1228, recommending approval of the proposed designation, which is
incorporated herein by reference.

(3) The Board of Supervisors finds that the proposed landmark designation of
2868 Mission Street is consistent with the General Plan and with Planning Code Section
101.1(b) for the reasons set forth in Historic Preservation Commission Resolution No. 1228.

(b) General Findings.

(1) Pursuant to Charter Section 4.135, the Historic Preservation Commission
has authority "to recommend approval, disapproval, or modification of landmark designations
and historic district designations under the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors."

(2) The Landmark Designation Fact Sheet was prepared by Planning
Department Preservation staff. All preparers meet the Secretary of the lnterior’s Professional
Qualification Standards for historic preservation program staff, as set forth in Code of Federal
Regulations Title 36, Part 61, Appendix A. The report was reviewed for accuracy and
conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10 of the Planning Code.

(3) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of February
16, 2022, reviewed Planning Department staff's analysis of the historical significance of 2868
Mission Street pursuant to Articie 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet dated

May 6, 2020.

Supervisors Ronen; Melgar, Preston, Peskin, Safai, Mandelman
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(4) On January 20, 2021, after holding a public hearing on the proposed
initiation, the Historic Preservation Commission initiated of the proposed landmark designation
of 2868 Mission Street by Resolution No. 1166. Said resolution is on file with the Clerk of the
Board in File No. 220287.

(5) On February 16, 2022, after holding a public hearing on the proposed
designation and having considered the specialized analyses prepared by Planning
Department staff and the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet, the Historic Preservation
Commission recommended designation of 2868 Mission Street as a landmark under Article 10
of the Planning Code by Resolution No. 1228. Said resolution is on file with the Clerk of the
Board in File No. 220287.

(6) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 2868 Mission Street has a
special character and special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and
that its designation as a Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards
set forth in Article 10 of the Planning Code. In doing so, the Board hereby incorporates by

reference the findings of the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet.

Section 2. Designation. |

Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 2868 Mission Street (“Mission Cultural
Center for Latino Arts”), Assessor’s Block No. 6516 Lot No. 007, is hereby designated as a
San Francisco Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. Appendix A to Article 10 of
the Planning Code is hereby amended to include this property.
I
1"
7
7

Supervisors Ronen; Melgar, Preston, Peskin, Safai, Mandeiman
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Section 3. Required Data.

(a) The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City
building located at 2868 Mission Street (“Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts”), on
Assessor’s Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007, in San Francisco’s Mission District.

(b) The characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation are described and
shown in the Landmark Designation Fact Sheet and other supporting materials contained in
Planning Department Record Case No. 2020-009614DES. In brief, 2868 Mission Street is
eligible for local designation as it is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of San Francisco history. Specifically, designation of 2868
Mission Street is proper given its association with Latinx history and culture in San Francisco,
as the foremost art and cultural center for the Latinx community in San Francisco. The
Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts is significant for its association with the social and
ethnic history of the Mission District as a predominately Latinx enclave, along with the
development of Latinx arts in San Francisco in association with California’s Latinx cultural
center movement of the 1970s.

(c) The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined
necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the Landmark
Designation Fact Sheet, which can be found in Planning Department Record Case No. 2020-
009614DES, and which are incorporated in this designation by reference as though fully set
forth. Specifically, the following exterior features shall be preserved or replaced in kind:

(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, rooflines, architectural
ornament, and materials of 2868 Mission Street identified as:

(A) The reinforced concrete shell of the building;

Supervisors Ronen; Melgar, Preston, Peskin, Safai, Mandelman
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(B) The mural on the upper fagade on Mission Street “Spirit of the Arts”;
but not including the portion of the mural on the north side of the building located above the
adjacent building.

(C) A transparent storefront;

(2) The volume and spatial relationships of three major interior spaces, being
the Theater (first floor), the Gallery (second floor), and Studio “D” together with Mission

Grafica Printmaking Studio (third floor and partial mezzanine).

Section 4. Standards of Review for Applications.

The following scopes of work shall not require a Certificate of Appropriateness:

(a) Non-structural interior alterations and maintenance within non-character-defining
interior spaces, nor for changes to mechanical systems or interior finishes of character-
defining interior spaces described in Section 3(c)(2);

(b) Seismic work and storefront replacement within the existing concrete opening at
Mission Street, provided the proposed work is consistent with Architectural Design Guide for
Exterior Treatments of Unreinforced Masonry Buildings during Seismic Retrofit adopted by the

Planning Commission in November, 1991; and Planning Code Section 145.1

Section 5. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after enactment. Enactment occurs
when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the ordinance unsigned or does not
sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board of Supervisors overrides the

Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

Supervisors Ronen; Melgar, Preston, Peskin, Safai, Mandelman
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney

By: /s/ Andrea Ruiz-Esquide
ANDREA RUIZ-ESQUIDE
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as2022\11800206\01581631.docx
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City and County of San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

Tails San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

Ordinance

File Number: 220287 Date Passed: May 24, 2022

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to designate 2868 Mission Street (“Mission Cultural Center
for Latino Arts”), Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 6516, Lot No. 007, as a Landmark under Article 10 of
the Planning Code; affirming the Planning Department’s determination under the California
Environmental Quality Act; and making public necessity, convenience, and welfare findings under
Planning Code, Section 302, and findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority
policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1.

May 09, 2022 Land Use and Transportation Committee - RECOMMENDED

May 17, 2022 Board of Supervisors - PASSED ON FIRST READING

Ayes: 10 - Chan, Dorsey, Mar, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen, Safai, Stefani and
Walton
Excused: 1 - Mandelman

May 24, 2022 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Dorsey, Mandelman, Mar, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen,
Safai, Stefani and Walton

File No. 220287 I hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on
5/24/2022 by the Board of Supervisors of
the City and County of San Francisco.

/ Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board

b/3)22

London N. Breed Date Approved
Mayor

City and County of San Francisco Page 1 Printed at 1:22 pm on 5/25/22



. 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400
San Francisco San Francisco, CA 94103

628.652.7600
www.sfplanning.org

EXHIBITD

ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION

Historic Name: Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts / Centro Cultural de la Misién
Address: 2868 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110

Block/ Lot(s): 6516/007

Parcel Area: 9,892 sq ft

Zoning: NCT - Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit

Year Built: 1947

Architect: Initial construction: Unknown

Loarca, Carlos, Muralist

Villamor, Manuel, Muralist

Miller-Kusz, Betsie, Muralist

Rosekrans & Droder, Inc., Architects (1984-1987 renovations

Prior Historic Studies/Other Designations: = NR listing 2020

Prior HPC Actions: Recommended NR nomination to the Keeper

D EEEE Para informacién en Espafiol llamar al Para sa impormasyon sa Tagalog tumawagsa  628.652.7550



2/16/2022 Article 10 Landmark Designation Fact Sheet

Case No. 2020-009614DES Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts
Signif_icance A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
Criteria: patterns of our history
Z?ri‘_’g of 1977-1987 beginning with the occupancy of the building by the Mission Cultural Center and concluding

igniticance:

initial major renovations which established the standardized uses and long-standing spatial relationshi

Statementof  Mission Cultural Center (later Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts) is located in the Mission District,

Significance: 5 |arge and diverse neighborhood in the east-central portion of San Francisco. The building was
constructed in1947 as a furniture store and converted into the Mission Cultural Center (MCC) in
1977.The building is a predominately two-and three-story, reinforced concrete building with a partial
fourth floor. It is L-shaped in plan and has a flat roof with skylights. The primary facade faces Mission
Street while the larger rear (west)facade faces Osage Alley. The Mission Street facade features three
structural bays. The building’s fenestration is concentrated at the center of the ground floor, crowned
with a neon marquee reading “Mission Cultural Center.” This is flanked on either side by the primary
entrances. The building is predominately clad with concrete and stucco. The upper portion of the
primary and east facades features a large and significant mural depicting Latino cultural themes.
Significant interior and exterior alterations were made during a major renovation from1984 to 1987,
during which the MCC operated from temporary quarters several blocks away on Harrison Street.
More modest modifications were made to the building in 1992 and 2015.The building is in good
condition and retains all aspects of integrity.

San Francisco


http://www.sf-planning.org/info

2/16/2022

Article 10 Landmark Designation Fact Sheet

Case No. 2020-009614DES Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts

Assessment
of Integrity:

Character-
Defining
Features:

San Francisco

Location: The property retains integrity of location as it has never been moved.

Design: The property retains sufficient integrity of design. While the storefront that existed during the
period of significance has been altered with seismic bracing and a new storefront system, the basic
historic configuration of a glazed ground floor with a stucco wall above remains intact. Likewise, the
massing of the exterior is almost entirely unchanged. Importantly, the building retains the 1982 Spirit
of the Arts mural, which is arguably its most prominent exterior character-defining feature. The
interior was altered by life/safety renovations that took place 1984-1987. These renovations did not
change the overall interior configuration. The theater remains on the first floor in essentially its
original location. Galeria Museo remains on the second floor, and classroom and studio spaces
remain on the upper floors. The fourth-floor space for Mission Gréfica, a highly significant graphic arts
studio, remains largely unaltered. The most prominent interior alteration was bridging the open
mezzanine space to expand Galeria Museo. The essential layout of the building has been retained.
Setting: The property retains integrity of setting. The building continues to be located in the midst of a
busy and predominately Latino commercial corridor. Nearly all of the buildings located on the 2800
block of Mission Street that were in place at the time the Mission Cultural Center was opened remain
extant.

Materials: The property retains integrity of materials. The exterior of the building retains its concrete
and scored stucco materials. Historic photos indicate the interior featured wood flooring(carpeted in
places), and concrete walls. They remain the predominate interior materials, although drywall
partitions have been added in some areas.

Workmanship: The property retains integrity of workmanship. The single most important character-
defining feature of the building is the exterior Spirt of the Arts mural, installed in 1982.The mural was
restored by the original artists in 2017.Likewise, stylized graphics present on the exterior during the
period of significance were recreated following later alterations. The only other notable exterior
evidence of workmanship is the scored stucco on the primary fagade, which remains intact.

Feeling: The property retains integrity of feeling. The retention of essential features and spaces, such
as the murals, graphic decorations, theater, studio spaces and graphics workshop all combine to
convey the building’s historic character as a neighborhood cultural center with an overtly Latino
focus.

Association: The property retains integrity of association. It continues to function exactly as it did
during the period of significance: as a neighborhood cultural center focused on supporting and
promoting the full spectrum of Latino arts, including visual and graphic arts, music, theater and
dance, writing and poetry, and cultural festivals.

(1) All exterior elevations, form, massing, structure, rooflines, architectural ornament, and materials
of 2868 Mission Street identified as:

(A) The reinforced concrete shell of the building;

(B) The mural on the upper facade on Mission Street “Spirit of the Arts”;

(C) Atransparent storefront;
(2) The volume and spatial relationships of three major interior spaces, being the Theater (first floor),
the Gallery (second floor), and Studio “D” together with Mission Grafica Printmaking Studio (third
floor and partial mezzanine).
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Photos
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EXHIBIT E— MAPS AND CONTEXT IMAGES
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