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DESIGRATING TEE CASEBOLT HOUSE AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF TIE €ITY
PLANKING CCQDE.
Be it erdaloed by the people of the City and Couaty of San Fra-m:isco:

Section 1. The Board of Supervigsers hereby filods that the Casebolt House located
at 272} Plerce Leireet, belog lot 5 Ln Assesgor's Block 560, has & snectal character
aed special Llstorical, ar:hitectural and zesthetfic fnterest and value, &nd that
irs designatios &5 a Landmark will be o furthergnce of and in conformance with
the purposes af Article 10 of the City Planning Code and the standards set forch
Lherein.

{3) DPesizration, Porguaat to Section 1004 of the Clty Planning Code,

Chapter LI, Part II of the San Franclisce Muaicipal Code, the Casebolt House is
hereby deglgnated as 3 Landmatk, this desigoation haviog been duly approved by
Aesolution Mo, &%i% of the City Plannlsz Commigsion, which Resolution 1= on file
with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisora under File ¥No.

{b) Pequir=d Buta. The location and boundarles of the landmark site, the
chatacteristics of the landmatk which justify 1its deslgnation, and the particular
featyres tnst should be presecved, described and included In the sald Resolucion,

are hereby fncorporvated hereia and made a part hereof zs though fully set feorth.
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CITY PLANNING COMMISSTION

RESOLUTTON NO. 5919

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Casebolt House at 2727 Pierce Street as
a Landmark pursuvant to L.e provisions of Article 10 of the City Plenning Code was
initiated by the Landmarks Pregervation Advisory Roard on September 20, 1972,
and szid Advisory Board, after duc consideration, has recommended approval of this
proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Cowm iosion, a7tew dur nciice given, held a public
hearing on November 9, 1772 to consider the - .posxd designation and the report of
said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the propoced Landmark has a special
character and specicl hictorical, arciiitectural and austhetic interest and value;
and that the proposed deglrnation would be in furtherance of and in conformance
with the purposes and stancards of the said Article 10;

NOW THERETFORE E< IT RIESOLVED, First, That the proposal to designate the
Cascbolt House at 2727 Picice ft-eet as a Lindmark pursuant to Article 10 of the
City Planning Ceode is hevchby APYRIVED, The lecation and boundsaries of the landmark
site being as follous:

BEGINNTUIG at a point on the worsterly line of Pierce
Street, distant therecn 00 feot wnortherly from the
northerly line of Voliejo Street; running thence at
a right engle westerly 200 feet; thence at a right
argle northerly 75 {eet; thence at a right angle
easterly 200 feet; thence at a right angle southerly
75 feet to the point of beginning; being Lot 5 in
Assessor's Block 560.

Second, That the special character and special
historical, architectural and aestheric interest and value cof the said Landmark
justifying its designation are as follows:

Henry Cascbolt was a Virninia blacksmith who settled
in San Francisco with his family in 12%1 to later
become a wealthy pioneer carr. ¢ and car builder, an
inveutor and transit operatour. In 1855 he was com-
wissioned to build a horsecar line on Sutter Street
between “ansome and Larkin Streets. The venture en-
tailed high financial risks but within a year was
operating successfully and destined to become the
importaut Sutter Street line. Subsequent franchises
extended his operaiions to Presidio Avenue, the
Ferries, Market and Poelk Streets, and Breoadway.

Casebolt's other acccmplishments include the invention
and construction ¢f the "balloon" and "bobtail" cars,

and the lever-operated grip. His success brought him
national fame and he received contracts for the build-
ing of cable lines in Chicago, Kansas City, Philadelphia,
Cleveland, and St. Louis,

The hwuse is a masterpiece of the Italianate Style.
The most prominent feature of the house is a centrally
located porch, flanked on each gide by two stairways.




CITY PLANNING COMMISSION -2~ RESOLUTION NO. 6919

Capped wooden urns stand at the base and at the top
of the staircases. The stairs and entrance porch are
bordered by spooled balustrades.

Third, That the said Landmark should be
preserved generally in all of its particular exterior features as existing on the
date hereof and as described and depicted in the photographs, case report and other
material on file in the Department of City Planning in Docket No. LM72.6; the
summary description being as follows:

Corinthian columns support the foremost section of
the porch, ceiling and cormice, and two Corinthian

pllasters frame eith« - zide of the front door. The
columns and pilaster: give rise ¢z the entablature
of the porch, whicli is surmounted by a balceny, 4

flower box rests above the railing of the balceny,
and the total impression is that of tiercd
ornamentation.

The roof cv -.ice coantains ornately carved consoles,
dentil moldings, and frieze. 1In the conter of the
cornice, o pediment with an n; .. base rises above
the roof line,

The fencrtration iIs regular. Setween the porch
and the t.o [ront corners of t™: house are a pair
of double-ti.ag windows with sinnle pediments.
Directly above the entrance porch are a pair of
double hung windows, similar to those found in the
front door. These windows have small square panes
and arches, which are contained within a larger
arch, The remaining second floor windows are also
double-hung and surmounted with elaborate pediments
Two false windows, one on each floor, are located
on the northeast side of the house,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary
to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution, to the

Board of Supervisors for appropriate action,

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the City
Planning Commission at its regular meeting of November 9, 1972,

~.~n E, Pio

Sucretary
AYES: Commissioners Farrell, Fleishhacker, Mellon, Newman, Porter, Ritchie
NOES: None

ABRSENT: Commissioner Ruedas

PASSED: November 9, 1972




LANDHMADKS PLRUSERVATTION ADVISORY BCARD CAGEROLT HOUCE
Case Report - Aicpust 2, 1972

DN Frazucesca Young

LOCATION ANp 2727 Piercve Strceh, west side of Pilerce Street betwvecn
LOUNDARY OF Vallejo and Grecn Streets. The lot has 75 feet of frootape
SITE: on Pierce Street, being Lot 5 in Assessor's Block 560.
NATURE AND Honry Casebolt was a wealthy ploneer carriage and car
HISTORY: builder, inventor, and traansit operacer in the mid- and iate

Mineteenth Century. According to traditioun, the house

was bailt ia 1865; houcver, Casebolt is not cshowa as livieg
in this location until 1879 . Casebolt built this impressive
three-story vooden frame residence oa a hill not far from
his carriage factory in Cou lioilew. Also located oo the
property was a barn, 2u av:iesian spriang, a windwill and
take, with -+ rrrilicie: island.

Golgenally {rem Virpin.a, Ceseolt cawme te San Francisco,
vig the lovn, witiv o .ie and their eleven childrcen. He
opened & blackswi.n and horszeshoeing shop, which scon
cxpanded into a wvagon o.d corriage factory. In 1863, he
cas commissicard to build a horse line on Sutter Street
from Sausome to Larkin Street, as part of a project to
develop the i.caccessible and sparsely populated sandhills
of Sutter Strect, The contract pr’ce was approximately
$163,000.

The operation entailed high fimancial risks; Mr, Cascbolt
had to invest his money, take control of the company, and
manage the property. Within a year, the horse car line was
operating successfully and destined to become the important
Sutter Street Lin>. A series of franchises granted over a
period of tweunty years extended the operation on Sutter
Strect to Presidio Avenue, the Ferrvies, Market and Polk
Streets, and Broadwav, Casebolt's success brought him
national fame, and he received contracts in the building of
cable lines in Chicago, Kansas City, Philadelphia, Cleveland,
and St. Louis,

Casebolt’s other accomplishments ianclude the invention and
construction of the "balloon car,' the bobtail car, and the
lever operated grip. The '"ballean car® was an excelleat
substitute for a turntable and saved the driver the elfort
of hitching and unhitching the horses. The bobtail car,
designed for women passengers, was an elegant and luxurious
car with velvet carpets and sofac, The lcver-operated grip
is substantially the e as that used on teday's cable cars.

After cascbolt's death in 1893 the house was sold to the
family's close friends,the Gruerhagens. Theodore G.
Gruenhagen was owner and manager of the old (1864) and
well-known candy and ice cream store, Gruenhagen's, at 20
Kearny Street,

ARCHITECTURAL The house is a masterpiece of the Italianate Style. The
DESCRIPTION: most prominent feature of the house is a centrally located
porch, flanked on each side by two stairways. Capped wooden
urns stand at the base and at the top of the staircases.
The stairs and entrance porch are boardered by spooled
balustrades.




LAMDMARKS PRESERVATTIUN AUDVIEORY EOF2T CASEBOLT RHOUST

ARCHITECTURAL
DESCRIPTIGN:
{ceatinued)

SURROUNDING LAND
USE AND ZONINC:

PAGE TWO

Ccrinthian columns support the foremost section of the porch
ceiling and coruice, .ad two corinthian pllasters frame
2iler side of the front deoor. The columns and pilasters
give rise Lo the entablature cf the porch which is sur-
mouuated by a balcony. A& flower box rests above the railing
of tiie balcony, and the total impression is thot of tiered
ernareatation,

The roof cowrnice contaias ornately carved coasoles, dentil
moldineg, gad f{rieze, In the center of the cornice, a

poditent with an open base rises above the r-of liuwe.

The fevesiwiclce s seguiar. Petween the porch and the

two Lrood v s o) bbe house arve a pair of double hung
windos, oWl oL “mern.s. Directly above the entrance
plocch ave crke oo - cple hurp windows, similar to those
toeind in too froal dens. The o windows have small square
fales and arceles, .. o oare contained within s larger arch.

J)
The reusinwag second . oor windews are also double hung

¢ ad curwountuy with eluborate pediments. Twe falce windows,
wne oun eageh fleawv, ave located on the northeast side of t{he

Louze.

The zoning ¢ this house and surroundings is R-1. To
the east the =zoning is R-3, and to the west R-1-D,




