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FiLE No_ T2 = 28 ~5— ORDINANCE NO_ 2 74 -7.3

1 JISIGNATING THE ROCS KOUSE A5 A LANDMARR PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 10 OF THE CITY PLANNING

R

3 Re It ordained by the pecple of the Ciry gng County of Sen Francleco:

4 Section 1. The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that the Roos House located
5

at 3300 Juckson Screet, belng Lot 2 in Assessor'a Block 970, has & special character
4 and apecial histortcai, arehitectural god sesthetic interest and value, and that its
7 Zesizpation 83 & Landmack wiil be in furthergnce of and in conformance with the

% purposes of Article 10 of rhe Clty Pianning Code and the stpndards ser foreh therein.
1 (2) Detignation. Pureuant to Section 1004 of the City Planning Code,

19 “hapcer 11, Part 1I of the San Francisco Hunlcipal Code, the Roos House ia hezeby

I 2osipnated a1 8 Lendoack, this desiznacion having heer duly approved by Resoluticn
"2 Ko, BSET of the Cley Planning Commivzion, which Resolution 1s oe file with the Clerk
13 of the Board of Supervisors under File No. P# - 73- ¢

i (b} Reguived Data. The location and boundartes of the landumsrk site, the

15 chargcteristics of the landsazrk which JustLfy ice designation, and the perticulgr
features that should bde preserved, deseribed and {ncluded in the sald Hesolurion,

V oare hereby incorporaced herein and made & part hereof as though fully ser forth.

Passed for Second Reading Resd Second Time and Finzlly Passed

Feoard of Supervisnrs, San Francisco Board of Sugecvisars, San Francisco
CJuesws oo e

Aves Eurervienrs HBarbamelats, Ching, Feinsatein, Ayrn' Supervisors Barbagelata, Chinn, Feinotein,

Franeeis Goneales, Kopp. Mendelsohn, Molinan, aaw, Gonzales, Kopp, Mendeisoh Melinart,

Peioe.. Tamaras, von Beroldingen. Delgsi, Tamarss, von Bcroidingen.

FoyCapereoory Boem—tpomaionms

o I hereby certify that fhe foregoing ordinance was
fnally passed by the Engrd of Sugertizors of the
i d County of F. oo,

- Clerk Y

Ro-23-4 b

Fue Xo. Approved
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CITY PLAMNNING COMMISSION

RESOLUTICN NO, 6937

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Rcos House al 3500 Jackson Street as a
Landmark pursuant to the provisious of Article 10 of the City Planning Code was
initiated by the Landmarks Prescrvation Advisory soard on December 6, 1972, and
said Advisory Board, after due consideraticnm, has recommended approval of this
proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a public
hearing on March 8, 1973, to consider the propcsed designation and the repcrt
of sald Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and specigl historical, architectural aud aesthetic interest and value;
and that the proposed designation would be in furtterance of and in conformance
with the purposes and standerds of the said Article 10;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT KESOLVED, First, that the proposal to designate the Roos
touse at 3500 Jackson Street as z Landmark pursuanc to Article 10 of the City
Planning Code is hereby APPRCVED, the location and boundaries of the landmark
site being as follows:

Beginning at the point of intersection of the northerly line

of Jackson Street end the westerly line of Locust Street,

thence northerly along the westerly line of Locust Street

for a distance of 127,688 feet, thence at a right angle

westerly for a distance of 60 feet, thence at a right angle
southerly for a distance of 127.688 feet, thence at a right

angle easterly along the northerly line of Jackson for a distance of
60 feet to the point of beginning. Being Lot 2 in Assessor's
Block 970 which property is known as and located at 3500 Jackson
Street.

Second, That the spanial character and special
historical, architectural and acsthetic interest and value of the sald Landmark
justifying its designation are sat forth in the lLandmarks Preservation Advisory
Board Resolution No. 76 as adopted on December 6, 1972, which resoluticn is incor-
porated herein and made a part hercof as though fully set forth.

Third, “het the said Landmark should be pre-
served generally in all of its perticular exterior features as existing on the
date hereof and as described and depicted in the photographs, case report and other
material on file in the Department of City Planning Docket LM 73.1

AND BE 1T FURTHER KESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary

to transmit the proposal for design=ztion, with a copy of this Resolution, to the
Board of Supervisors for apprcpriate action.

1 hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the
City Planoing Commission at its hearing of Marca 4, 173,

Lyonn Pio
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Farrell, Fleishhacker, Mellon, Newman, Porter, Ritchie

NOES: None
ABSENT: Commissioner Rueda
PAC3ED: HMurch 8§, 1373
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LOCATION:

BEISTORY:

ARCHITECTURE ;

Mis. Loon I, Dices

3500 Jackson Sireet, northwpest corner of Jztkson and Locust
Scrarts. Lot is rectangular with 60 foot froctepe on Jackson
Strect and 127,083 foet on Loctust Street; being Lot 2 in
Asnsessor’s Block 910,

In 1909, Leon 1. Roos commicsioned Bernard Mayheck to build the
two-story Cnglish stucco aud h=zlf timher housge, while he zand his
wife were on their licneymoca in Eurcpe. Leon Roos was the son

of Alolphe Recs, wiio came to San Francisco from his home in Alsace,
France, iu ldul. Adolphe and his brother Hyppellte founded Roos
Brotchavr, Inc., clothiers, in 1386. After gradusting from the
Univevsity of Callfornii, Locn Rous become a partaer in Roos
Lrotiiers, He veidived 1a 1327, A phl;aﬁt;fupiot Roos had an

seeinny eye dogr to Culliforeia from Gevrmany.

Parnard Na‘beck (7562-1657) received his formzi architectural
tratning at L' nfqif“ﬂﬂe_ggﬁgiuﬁggg, Paris, during the 1880°s,
Uniike mose of hls enatemporarics in avehiteszturs who held fast
to the sirong scouemic LLadltLons then prevalent !a the profession,
Meybeck, because he was able to grarp the svirit which created
an architectuval epo-h, suce cceded both in bestowing renewed life
Into o:d forms and creating new forms and concepts appropriate
to his own time. Shared with some few others, mauny of his con-
cepts - the open plan, the use of natural, unfinished materigls
and the expansive use of glass to fusse Lns;‘P and outside -

vere not only radical for their time but were geperally rejected
cuntright for decades. Neverthelzss, their validity could not

be sugnressed forever and tcday they ave commorplace {albeit ig
a frejuently vadistinguished mznmer) net oniy jia Bay Area
struciuras but throughout the nation and boyond,

Described zs Moybeck's "most urbana residence”? tne three-story
wond-frame Poos jlouse Ls an adapiation of old Faglish half-tiamber
astyle combined with Gothic influences. Lecated <t the nerthwest
corner of Jackson ard Lecust Streels, ite romantic appeal is
heightened, when viewod from Locust Stree:, by the pasteral-like
getiing provided by The Fresidio.

The exterior Goihile qualities are most evidznt in the southerly
portion of the house, lere, cerved quatrefo’ls rest outward from
the walls on extend: J bra cht to suppoarrt 2 second-ztosy shallow-
pitched vonl,  Above this roof ard set back some distance from

its eaves to reeder Lt ihwvisibla fiom rlose up, a shavply pitched
racl evcloses o thalvd Ilser. The piteh of the sevond story rocof,
the hovizoutal membars of the half-timber styling and elougated
flowar bexes at sacond story level, iwpart a somevhat recumbent
abpearange to this wing whilcn cov*fe ts with the sitronger vertical
thrust of the northerly portlon of the house.

Altho.gh the hous2 is conyosed of many exciting elements, the focus
foer the extorior is fourd faclng Jackson Stroet ahowve and to the
left of the lopgia entrarce at the coiner. At this point, an
elabovale balccuy screving tne secend-flosr mester bedroem aad

study is housed betucen two small windowless bays extending over
the front garden. The entire composition rests on three projecting
beamws, the centrrl one being supported by a 45 dogrec Lrace
anchored to the facale balow, Two carvad quatrefcils, raked from
their point of intersectlon over the cenier beas, comprise the

* MeCoy, Five California Architects, p. 17.
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ARCHITECTURE ; balesny railing. Ovechead, a dormer, vhose froat wall is aligned

(Continued) with the facade at ground floor level, has its interrupted eaves
supporied by quatrefolls resting oa the sloed roof of the bays
flauking the balcony.

Bacause c¢f the drop in Locuset Srreer, tha basement walls of the
acrth wing are exposed and the main floor, actuslly at Jackson
Street level, bere ranges from one to two steriscs above grade,
Above this wing, a slate roof rises steeply, ifc ridge paralieling
Locust Stieet. A (ireplace and chimney cent=red in the Locust
Streer cxterior wall, begins its rise In th2 basement and at main

loor ievel a prcjectioun suvported oa corbels indicates the fire-
box in:ida., Through a serf=s of tusers, the horizontal dimensions
of the capped chimney are gradually reduced to a size co larger
than that necesszry te house a single flue.

The loggia, cutry to which is cleerly indicsted by trimmed hedges
along Jackson Streat, extaends under the second floor along Locust
Street. From on:'s eatry peint, tall, diszmund-paned windows
comprige the entire left wzll; on the right, viaws of The Presidic
are visible betwecn the square columns until the northerly end

is reached where the columns are replzced by a sclid wall opposite
the paired door main entrauce. On the duvors, Gothic influence

is found in the form of a Maybeck designed es:zutcheon incorpor-
ating the owner's monogram. In this cornnection, the doorbell
plate was also executed by tha archi:ect.

The Interior of the house is divided inte thrze living levels.
The public rooms: entry hall, living and dining room, as well
as the service rooms: kitchen and pantry, ava at street lavel.
The second floor coatains family liviag quarters and the third
floor, guest rooms which were finished off by Maybeck in the
mid~1920's at the same time zlteraticns and zdditloas were made
to the two lower floors.

-
i

& wide entry hall extends frem the main entrarce laterally across
the house to the service areas. Here, the sublimafity of the public
rooms is fivst revealed in the genercus use of redwood paneling
(Maybeck's favorite) for walis and ceiling, and f{lush doors
suvfaced with amethyst velvei. Having no exterior windows, the
entry hall's only source of natural light i{s from a skylight with
translucent glass in six panels flush with the ceiling; at night,
artificial light is emitted from the same source. Other artificial
illuminstion heve and in the adjacent rooms orviginates frem wall
fixtures of Mayback's ¢vn design. Somz of thece fixtures are

open metal work in tiaree dimensions; others are two-dimensional
plaquzs (wlth recessed sockets for exposed light bulbs) whose

open metal work reveals the some velvet as on the doors.

On the scuth In the eutry hall, a vida docrway framed ia a deep
wall leads to the dining rocm; opposits is a similar entry to the
living room. The deoth of these walls allows fur storage of
hingz1 paneis or screens, also covered {n velvet, which slide

on an ovorhead traclt t5 close off thase reams frum the entry,
Vhen racessed into tha2 wall, the last or cxposed panel takes on
an apreurance similac to the flush doors nearby.

Redwood paneling alco sheathes the walls and ceilings of the
dining aud liviug rooms. In the former, the floor surface is of
polished quorry tile; ook flooring being used elscwhere., Loweved
ceilings at the perimeter of the dining rcom suggest the presence
of aleoves ~ that on the west containing a fireolace fer its
focal point, The tall, dlamond-paned windows of the loggia
occupy Ihe east wall aud cn the souch similar windows La a bay
containing a swall fouutain from Nureaburg and potted plants
visually extend the front gacden to the inside of the house.
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The liviang room, baronlal In concept and furnishings, exhibits
the most lavish and intricate use of redwood. A heavily beamed
and parelad ceiling folleows the steep extexior pitch of the roof,
The height of the ceiling and rhythmic spacing of all paneling,
including thet on the walls, establigh the room’s intrinsié Gothic
charscter, In addicion to wedieval and antique furnishings, this
character is further carrled out by accountrements of Maybeck's
own design: tall, candle-like sconces of wrought-iron angled
inwerd from the walls; suspended lightiang fixtures, neeor the
corners, composed of cast metal open work from which tiers of
exposed light bulbs depend several feet below; a wrought-iron
fircplace apparatus; and finally, furalture for seating vhose end
panzls inccrporate the motif of the main ealry doors' escutcheon.

Ancient flags and Lamrers collected by thz owners, and whosz
piocement was conflirmzd by Maybeck, harg from the uppermest parts
of tie celling.

A mzssive cast suona fireplace rising from [loor te ceiling,
occupies the center third of the east wall and on either gide of
which are, agesin, the diawond paned wicdows, Opposite the five-
place and of equal width, a tier of s=veral steps leads to a
square landing which affords access to the uppex flocrs,

The extreme north wall of the living room (fully 100 feet distant
and visible from the southerly wall of the dining room opposite)
is located in an alcove with lowered ceiling and, in the truest
sense of the words, contains a "picture window" framing an
unsurpassed view of The Presidio, the Bay and Marin County. 4
functional Maybeck innovation allows the window to pilvot hori-
zoatally #n its jambs, thereby allowing its exterior surface to
be cleaned from inside the house, To the left, the alcove leads
to a swall, irntimate sitting room at the northwest corner of the
houge where the same view as above obtains.

SURRCUNDING LAND
USE AND ZONING: The zoning of this house aad surroundings is R-1 which reflects

most of the existirg uscs., The Presidio, zoned P, lies one-half
block te tha north.



