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SAN FRANCISCO
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO, 7666

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House at 953
De Haro Street as a Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the City
Planning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board on Dec-
ember 15, 1976 and said Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended
approval of this proposal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission after due notice given, held a public
hearing on February 10, 1977 to comsider the proposed designarion and the report
of said Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and special historical, architectural and aegthetic interest and value;
and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in conformance
with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the Potrero
Hill Neighborhood House, 953 De Haro Street as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10
of the City Planning Code is hereby APPROVED, the precise location and boundaries
of the Landmark site being Lot 43 in Assessor's Block 4096,

Second, That the special character and special historical, architectural, and
aesthetic interest and value of the said Landmark justifying its designation are
get forth in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board Resolution No. 156 as adopt-
ed on December 15, 1976, which Resolution is incorporated herein and made a part
hereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved generally in all of its
particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and as described and
depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on file in the Depart-
ment of City Planning Docket LM76.l4.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary
to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resolution, to the

Board of Supervisors for appropriate action.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution has been ADOPTED by the City
Planning Commission at its regular meeting of February 10, 1977.

Lynn E, Pilo
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Bierman, Dearman, Elliott, Finm, Lau, Rosenblatt, Starbuck,
NOES: None

ABSENT : None

PASSED: February 10, 1977.




LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISCRY BCARD POTRERO HYLL
= Final Case Report - December 15, 1976 NEIGHBORHCOD HOUSE
553 DeHaro Street

s

77T TTT77A Owner: Board of Missions of the

wl, ;j Presbyterian Church

e
Location: 953 DeHaroc Street;
Northeast corner of
N y Scuthern Heights Blvd.

Lot 43 in Assessor's
Block 4096

o .
e )
SCALE IN FEET L3

STATEMENT OF Designed by Julia Morgan, noted Bay Area Architect, the Potrero

SIGNIFICANCE: Hill Neighborhood House was established in 1919 by the Presby-
terian Church to provide newcomer services to Russian immigrants
It commemcrates neighborhood houses across the country which
served as havens to newcomers and helped to integrate the
foreign born into the American way of life.

HISTORY: The woodshingle neighborhood house, with it magnificent hilli-
top view of San Francisco, stands at 953 De Haro, a street
named for San Francisco's first Alcalde {(Mayor), Francisco
De Haro, elected in 1834. De Haro was awarded Potrero Nuevo,
a portion of Potrero Hill, in a land grant from the Mexican
Government, in 1833. 1In addition to a dairy industry which
flourished on the hill through the 1890's, lumber shipping,
and other heavy industry were established around the natural
seaport at Mission Bay.

The 1849 gold rush brought an onslaught of immigrants to San
Francisco, many of whom set up shops on the bay, rather than
following the throng to the Sierra foothills.

In the 1880°'s, when Union Iron Works {(now Bethlehem Steel)
moved to the base of the hill, Potrerec Hill was known as
Scotch Hill because of the origin of the men who worked there
and lived on the hill.

The history of the neighborhood house is indissolubly con-
nected with the Russian immigrants who first came to the hill
in 1965, fleeing Tsarist cppression. Called Molokans, which
translates "milk drinkers', these people were a stoic Pro-
testant sect known for their puritanical, pacificistic and
paternalistic attitudes. With reference to the Molokans,
William Saroyan noted that, "Apart from the simple necessities
of life, most worldly things were considered evil... regarded
as so much sin and nonsense’. Social problems on the hill were
rocted in the religious beliefs of the Russian group, which
had, during centuries of persecuticn in their homeland,
developed religious beliefs and rites which served to tightly
unite them. The social, religious and intellectual posture

of the Molokans was thrown into a state of turmoil in the new
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LANDMARKS PRISERVATION ADVISORY BOARD POTRZRO HILL
{EIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
Page 2

BEISTORY:
(Conticued)

Raszonding te-the religious, social and culturel difficultiass that
pravailed amcng Russian resideats of the hill, in 1908, Dr. W. E,
Farwer, Jr., pastor cf the Olivet Presbyteriaa Church at 20th
and Misscouri, openad his honoe to the Russians, offering English
classes for mea. Later, Dr. Jonn M. Rese, of tha Clive:t parish,
st classes for youth 22d within a short time,
ker devalopezd English classes for wemen and led girls'
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and participarion in the work had becoze so
gar quarters aad a professional sccial work
J:ilia Mergan, the renownzd architect
iidings, and churches and other
tha Presbyrerian Church, was con-
arranen: nelignborhood house. Although
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s tna flamboyan: "dezarst Castle"
engitive to tne particular needs

5 2 avident In the plezasant char-

v and lobby areas of the Meighborhood House.
the Russian colony in thie lUeighborhood House was
July 1923 arricle from the San Francisco Chronicle,
& throush broad viricus, silhouertiing boved,
w1 tha deors, heavy eyed Russian
childrer before tham.™

o md
byt
(o i
i1
b

ne
(r
rt
ri

b a T T

.o .?5

(0

o L

worr [

f3 (]
Do @

‘r
1

tH]
-
b P
-
o

-
©
)
'
,

ha

m
=
=]
o]
[
Hi
It
o]

the ¥eizhborhoed Bouse building erected in
was made possible by glfrs totaling $30,0730, of which
00 came from interested btoards and agencies in the Presby-
church and the balance from fricands. Around 1925, the
building, including what is now the Julian Theatre, was

ved approzicately 100 fee: te the north, to malke way for new
ad, Sputhera Heighes Boulewvard. AL that time, the gyrnasiunm

3 added at a cost of $9,500 which was denated by the City in
xzheage for the propexty to ihe south, acguired to make wvay
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1y 30's, the Russians made intensive
hb.rhood House and thelr custowms
wajor iz pscL cn the Potraro Hill communicy. A Po rero
Neighhorhood Item' dated Fabruary, 1928, relates, "During

t three days sad nights, our Potrerc Hill Meighborhood

vm had zocomodated a Ruossian funeral assemblage of soze
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fourteen hundred omsurners, many from a distance. Whan intermect
finally toe% placs, a cortaze of =zzverzl hundred parsons on fcot
azd chanting in subduad tounes as they went, and 87 auros,
followed the op=n casket to thz foot ci the long hill wher
awaited the haarse; 2 nusher of grown boys and gzirls careying
th2 nzny floral efferings of the procession. Returning from
£ curial, the wmany hundreds stteadiny the obsaguies, during
: o : 2 might, feasted uroen the CuSLomMary
> dznca on such oczosaisns: wiz,
, &rnd tea = la Fussz; tnus ending a
iz a2 rican Ciry."




LANDMARKS PRISERIVATION ADVISURY BUARD POTRERD HILL
MEIGHBORYCOD HOUSE
Paze 3
HISTORY:: The Russiaa children were estrangad from thelr parents, many of
(Coztinuad) whom =till did rot speak Enzlish after 15 years In the country.
In addition, heavy labor on the docks, in steel mills, and in
lauvnderies zndé cazning factorles kept both pareats busy for
a 5

c

a day, so the children grew up largely unsupervisad.
er the auspices of a religious institution, dano-
vinaticnalisn was dropoed ar the neighborhood house in an effeor:
to assimilate the Russian youth into activities. Later, the
weighborhood housz izstituted & recreation program exclusively
far the Russizas,

Altbooegh und

In 1935, the naw residept director, Azelia Anderson, solicited
police vo‘*ﬂteers to organize and instruct classes In boxinz, &3
w2ll as stimulere ce—rmumication end batter relations between the

2
poclica and )ohtl cf the commumity. Miss Anderson expaandad
languaze, cultursl instruction and day care services, as weil as
orpanizing a womea's group which met to voicze concarn about
bootlegzing in tha district.
Following Worid War II, snother Russizp roup of Estenian origin
izmierated to ths United States, and they, too, settied on
Potrere Hill. Tre racention of naw immigrents and their entrance
into tha fd—aricen way of life continued to be the objective of
the house.

In 1955, a Coro Foundation Study indicated that Potrero Hill had
£ for major new development. Later, in 1959, when
wn that the then-proposed city-wide re-zoning

it was madz kno

weould not precleds the construstion of high-rise apartments on

thz crast of Fotraro Hill, residents crganized oppesition at

the Meighborhined Iouse; by providing translatioas in Slavie aad
Bussian to interested rasidanis, thay were successful in obtaining
2 much louver ceroitted density with a height Jiode of 40 feet.

In 1556, tha Naiszhborhood house incorperated with a Beard of
Directors freo the Commumity. Alrhough Russian religlous servicas,
pag2ants and costumes no longer doaminaste activities at the neigh-
borhood hovse or on Fotrero Hill, phote collages and a memorial
plague to thz Russian preserve tha oldar history of the house.
ARCEITEOTURS: The Porrero ¥ill lesishbornood House is eza attractive, low,
rarbling structurz, wirthoutr architectural pretension. Im
charactar wirh other Julia Morzan structures, tha woodshingle
building conforms to the conteurs of tha hill on which 1o is
comnstructad. Its many broad windows leok out on a pancranic
vicw of tha cicy telow.

Modies Dansirpy Multiple Residenti:zl
Lelk 1isit of 40-X. Tha surrownding
e=-family &drellinzs with an

vildisg intervsnersed,
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