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SAll FRANCISCO
CLTY PLANNING COMMISSION

RESQLTUION HO. 76064

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the former Firehouse, 1152 Oak Street, as
a Landmark pursuant to the provisions ot Article 10 of the City Planning Code was
initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Roard on December 15, 1976 and
sald Advisory Board, after due consideration, has recommended approval of this
propesal; and

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission after due notice given, held a public
hearing on February 10, 1977, to consider the proposed designation and the report
of saild Adviscory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission beleives that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value,
and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in conformance
with tite purposes and stadnards of the said Article 1J;

NOW TIEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, the proposal to designate the former
Firehouse, 1152 Oak Street, as a Landmark pursuant to Article 10 of the City
Planning Code is hereby APPROVED, the precise location and boundaries of the Land-
mark site belng Lot 10 in Assessor's Block 1215.

Second, That the speclal character and special historical, architectural and
aesthetic Interest and value of the sald Landmark justifying its designation are
set forth in the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board Resolution No. 154 as
adopted December 15, 1976, which Resolution is incorporated hereln and made a
part hereof as though fully set forth;

Third, That the said Landmark should be preserved generally in all of its
particular exterior features as existing on the date hereof and as described and
depicted in the photographs, case report and other material on file in the
Department of City Planning Docket Lil76.12.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, That the Commission hereby directs its Secretary
to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this Resclution, to the
Board of Supervisors for appropriate action.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resclution has been ADOPTED by the City
Planning Commission at its regular meeting of February 10, 1977.

Lynn E. Pio
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Bilerman, Dearman, Elliott, Finn, Lau, Rosenblatt, Starbuck.
HNOES: None.

ABSENT: None.

PASSED: February 10, 1977.
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LANDMARKS FAESERVALION ADVISORY BOARD FIRE HOUSE
FINAL CASE RIPORT - Approved Decembar 15, 1976 ENGINE COMPANY NQO, 2

and TRUCK NO. &
1152 Cal Strsoet

m"‘!
L
5 é N
&
w g
O A g
< 4 & _
g' . 5 OWNER: CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
g 15..2%8" :’ )t =z
N o © LOCATION: 1152 Oak Street, North line of
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b Assessoc’s Block 1215

SCALE IN FEET

STATEMENT OF  Typlcal of its couaterpart of a by-gone era, the firehouse

SIGNIFICANCE: recalls a time when buildings for Municipal services were
designed not only to fulfill a utilitarian purpose but also to
visually complement their immediate neighborhoods. So highly
esteemnd are the old firehouses that when surplus te the City's
teeds a ready market vies for the opportunity to restore and
rehabilitate for other uses.

HISTORY: On October 25, 1876, the City acquired a lot on the north side
of Oak Street near Broderick from Paul Rousset and Sydney Law
Johnson in exchange for a lot a short distance away in Block
524, bounded by Baker, Broderick, Page and Oak. Rousset was a
well-known land owner and real estate operator who not only
cwned property in downtown San Francisco, but alsc had vast
ancunts of acreage in the Outside Lands. Johnson was a prom
inent attorney whom Shuck describes as an "“imminent lawyer and
scholar™. Born in New Haven in 1808, he graduvated from Yale
and after several years in Furope came to California in 1856.
He died in 1837 in Fruitvale, Alameda County, California. His
daujhter married attorney Edward J. Pringle. Their sons were
Attcirney Edward J. Pringle and William B. Pringle.

In the 1890's, the city was expanding westward in the area naar
Oak and Divisadero., The paving of Osk Street from Divisadero
to Broderick in 1891 is ap indication of this growth, The

Fire Department began urging the City to build fire stations

in the new districts —-- the Mission and Western Addition. The
Oak Street lot was a designated site for a fire houae and on
May 7, 1892, the Chief Engineer (a term similar to the

present Chief of the Fire Department) reported propress In the
establishment of thz station. Alsoc in 1892, the City enlarged
the original lot which had a 25 foot frostage and an 80 foot
depth by a purchase from Mrs. Mary A. Fritz, wife of Fugene

. Fritz. This purchase, for which Mrs. Fritz was paid $500.00,
was recorded on QOctober 5th. This added a parcal of land 25
feat in width by 57 feet 6 inches in length, thus creating a
parcel that was 25 feet by 137.5 feet. Mrs., Fritz was well-
xnown in real estate circles and was a major devaloper of the
Haight~Ashbury district. Her son Fugene, Jualor, 2lso was a
najor San Trancisco land owner, having acquired the largest
number of parcels on Neb Hill, including the Parl Lane, Drockle-
bank and 1055 California Strest apartuents as well as the
Fenringron Hetel. His dasghier was the late Dsolly Fritz Cope.
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HISTORY: On June 22, 1893, the plans for threa firehouses were approved

{Continued) and transmitted to the Board of Supervisors. These were stations
located ot Ouk near Brodarick, Felson mear 22nd Street and
Washington near Broderick Street. The architests were Henriksan
and Mahoney. The architect Bermbardt E. Henriksen was described
in the April 1884 issue of the California Architect and Building
¥ews as "the ploneer native born architect™. Born in San Francisco
April 19, 1851, he entered the coffice of the architects Prosper
Huerne and Edouard Harant 1in 1836 as an apprentice. He remained
with that firm until 1881. Howaver, in 1880, he patented a
pneunatic safety clutch for elevators and for the next several
years, he promoted his invention.

Henriksen had his oum office at 218 Post Street from 1883 until
1894. He also servad for a number of years as trustee and as
Secretary of the San Francisco Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects. For many years his resldence was at 1322 Fell
Streat, only one block distant from the Oak Street firehouse.
After 1902, hls name disappears froxz the Directories. His
Associlate, William C. Mahcney first appears in 1893; later,

he was a member of the architectural firm of Hahoney and Ryland
until the 1906 disaster.

The two story frame building for the engine house was constructed
by R. Dovle and Son at a cost of $5,468. Richard 5. Deoyle, wheo
in the 1880's was listed as a carpenter with his son Stephen R.
Doyle in the 1890's. The son continued as a contractor until

the 1906 Fire.

On June 24, 1893, Engine #21 and Truck #6 were organized and
assigned to the Oak Street Fire House. For a number of years,
Engine #21 used a Lz France, double (engine), a2 very popular
steam fire engine. The La France Manufacturing Company of
Elmira, New York, commenced building fire engines in 1875 and
continued to be successful because of their superior engines,

In 1991, a Capp and Jones double was in use. This firm was long
established, having been founded in 1862 in Hudson, New York,
and was long a successful one. In 1902, Engine #21 had a
Amoskeag second class. This fire engine was built by the
Amoskeag Manufacturing Company of Manchester, New Hampshire,

one of the oldest such firms, having been founded in 1859, and
having established an internatiomal reputation for excellance.

In 1908, a Metropolitan, double was in use and in 1909 an
American, double, and it became the last of the horse-drawn
engines. The American Fire Engine Company was founded in 1891
at Seneca Falls, New York and Cincimnati, Ohio, and ian the
1890's, became through mergers the largest manufacturer of
enzines and fire department supplies in the world. It included
the old Capp and Jones firm. In 1911, the Tire Department urged
the acquisition of autcomoblle fire englnes, and in 1912, the
first ones were purchased. In 1915, a Seagrave, double, notor
driven, was assigned te the Qak Street Fire House.

An account of Engine #21 and Truck #6 appeared in Harry C.
Pendleton's llistory of the San Francisco Fire Department,
published in 1900. Uhile the Oak Streat Fire House had only

been in existence a few short years, it had a fine record.

Truck #6 consisted of 2 unit of nige men. At that tire, it

had a "“sacond class stralght frame’ truck carrying hook and
ladders. Engine #21 had a membzarship of elght nmen. A notable
fire in which Engine #21 Yupheld the honor of the Fire Department”
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was the fire that destroyzd Lucky Baldwin's great hotel at
Marzet and Powell where the Tlood Bullding now stands. HNo. 21
was engaged four hours during this November 23, 1898 fire.

Tne three-millioun-dollar uninsured hotel and theater went up
in flames. That fire is, of course, insigniflecant vhen com
pared to the disaster that took place in 1905.

The reports written just after the 1906 fire are fearsone

tales. Captain M. Boden wrote that because the alarm and
telcephone systems which were not in order after thz earthguake,
they proceeded eastward 'where we observed a column of smoke'.
They fought fire after fire, rostly in the Hayes Valley, trying
again and again to obtain water. They finally returned to

their station at 11:30 a.m, on April 20th, "having been on

duty for fifty four hours'. Besides Captain Boden, James Feeny,
M. J. O'Connor, P. J. Meehan, W. Leonhardt, E. Long, T. Meacham,
D. O'Connell and Charles Tyson fought these fires.

Truck #6, under the leadership of Captain John F. Dryer, a
native of San Francisco, whe had joined the force in 1897,
had similar experiences. They, too, fought for the most part
in the Hayes Valley although later they were South of Market,
and finally at Church and Tweatieth Streets. They returned
to their quarters "having been on duty for fifty hours'.

As origirally constructed, this firehouse was very nearly a
twin to the one at 3022 Washington Street whose ornamentation
was restored in 1970 and is now used as a private residence.
The wost evident difference betwe=n the two is in the height
and detailing of the towers. On Oak Street, the tower is
shorter and surfaced with varied patterns of shingles typical
of the 1890's.

The firehouse 1is of wood, two-stories in height, Stick-Eastlake
in style with Italianite overtones found on some of the
detailing. The ground floor facade features a centered double
doorway for the apparatus, with a transom overhead. 7o the

left is a single door and tc the right, a window, both rec-
tangular in shape. Above the transom, a slightly ralsed comnice
extends the full width of tha building.

The second story has three vertical divisions set off by
pilasters. The center section is the width of the double
doorway below and contains tall, rectangular, paired windows;

in tue outer sections, single windows are found. All windows
sre capped with a slightly raised cornlce supperted by brackets.

At the top of the second story there is a deap cornice with
brackets above the pilasters. The outer or sida sections of
the cornlce feature shingled treatment between the brackets;
the center section of the facade terminates in a sable and the
cornice cobserves its elevation. A circle encased by moulding
in the gable reveals the date of construction ~ 1893. The
tower rises above thaz second story at the extrene left of the
facade and is surmounted by a sicple cornice.

Early photographs reveal the ground floor of this building to
have been identical with thar at 3022 Washington Street; the
now rectangular side deer and window were both originally arched
doorways and the surface of the facade at this level was
sinulated stone work. Additionally, there was a triangular
pediment above the lower cornice which extendad the full width
of the double doorvays.
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SURROUNDING The property is zoned C-2 (Community Business District) and is

LAND USE in a 40-X height and bulk district., Almost half of the westerly

AND ZONING: portion of the block is occupied by a bank and parking lot.
Directly to the east of the firchouse is a swmall apartment
building and the remainder of the Oak Street frontage is a
vaceat lor. The proposed Phelps Place properties, which include
the liish and Abner Phelps Houses, both landmarks, are located
across QOak Street to the south.



